
Being Led By The Spirit 
The Importance of understanding that you are a 
spirit. 

Genesis 1:26-27

Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to 
Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, 
over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and 
over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 27 So God 
created man in His own image; in the image of God He 
created him; male and female He created them.


XJohn 4:24

God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit 
and truth.”


X1 Thessalonians 5:23

Now may the God of peace Himself sanctify you completely; and 
may your whole spirit, soul, and body be preserved blameless 
at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.


Hebrews 4:12

For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any 
two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and 
spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart.


James 1:19-21

So then, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, 
slow to speak, slow to wrath; 20 for the wrath of man does not 
produce the righteousness of God. 21 Therefore lay aside all 
filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive with 
meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.




X2 Corinthians 5:17

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old 
things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.


X2 Corinthians 4:16

Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man 
is perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day.


XPhilippians 1:23-24

For I am hard-pressed between the two, having a desire to 
depart and be with Christ, which is far better. 24 Nevertheless to 
remain in the flesh is more needful for you.


X1 Corinthians 9:27

But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I 
have preached to others, I myself should become disqualified. 

Why do you need to be led by the Spirit? Isn’t the 
Bible enough? 

XJohn 16:13

However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you 
into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever 
He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come.


Jesus said that we needed the Spirit of Truth to guide us into all truth.	


He is our tour guide into all truth!


Paul received the same great commission that the rest of the church 
received - GO. Why then would he intend to GO somewhere to 
preach, and the Holy Spirit tell him not to go there? He was 
technically just doing what the Word said to do - so why did he need 
further direction? 



XActs 16:7

After they had come to Mysia, they tried to go into Bithynia, but 
the Spirit did not permit them. 

He was told not to go to Bythinia, but somebody obviously did 
because Peter wrote his first epistle to them. It was not that God did 
not want to reach those people. It was that the assignment to bring 
the Gospel to Bythinia belonged to someone else, and not to Paul. 

X1 Peter 1:1

Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To the pilgrims of the 
Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 

The Bible is God’s general direction for everyone. The Spirit’s 
leading provides God’s specific direction for us. 

X1 Corinthians 7:7

For I wish that all men were even as I myself. But each one has 
his own gift from God, one in this manner and another in that. 

XRomans 12:6

Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, 
let us use them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith; 

You can act on the Word itself, as long as the Spirit of God is not 
flagging you down - as in the case of Paul.  

Why do you need human teachers? Isn’t the Holy 
Spirit enough? 

X1 John 2:20

But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you know all 
things.


You can know all things you need to know about you, not others! 



X1 John 2:27

But the anointing which you have received from Him abides in you, 
and you do not need that anyone teach you; but as the same 
anointing teaches you concerning all things, and is true, and is not a 
lie, and just as it has taught you, you will abide in Him.


You do not need anyone else to teach you or lead you when it 
comes to the roll that the Holy Spirit has in the life of every 
believer. He deals with each one personally and directly: 
however, this does not mean that God does not teach you 
through other people. The scripture makes this quite obvious. 
The same Bible that says that you need not for any man to teach 
you also says that Jesus has placed teachers within the church. 

X2 Peter 1:20-21

knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private 
interpretation, 21 for prophecy never came by the will of man, but 
holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.


XEphesians 4:11-12

And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some 
evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the 
saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, 

X1 Corinthians 12:28a

And God has appointed these in the church: first apostles, 
second prophets, third teachers…. 

Acts 18:24-26

Now a certain Jew named Apollos, born at Alexandria, an eloquent 
man and mighty in the Scriptures, came to Ephesus. 25 This man 
had been instructed in the way of the Lord; and being fervent in 
spirit, he spoke and taught accurately the things of the Lord, 
though he knew only the baptism of John. 26 So he began to speak 
boldly in the synagogue. When Aquila and Priscilla heard him, they 
took him aside and explained to him the way of God more 
accurately. 



What is the value of the council of godly men? Should you only go by 
what you say the Spirit is telling you, or test those things against the 
Word & against the council of other people who know God and have 
proven track records. Radios that are tuned in to the same station will 
pick up the same signal. 

XProverbs 11:14

Where there is no counsel, the people fall; 
But in the multitude of counselors there is safety.


X1 Thessalonians 5:19-21

Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do not despise prophecies. 21 Test 
all things; hold fast what is good. 

If someone does not want their leading or what they think they 
are hearing from God to be tested, you have every reason to be 
suspicious that this person has not heard from God! 

Know the Word so you can know the voice of the 
Spirit: 

2 Peter 1:20-21

knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private 
interpretation, 21 for prophecy never came by the will of man, but 
holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy 
Spirit.


XActs 1:16

“Men and brethren, this Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the 
Holy Spirit spoke before by the mouth of David concerning 
Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested Jesus;


The better you know the Word, the better you know the voice 
of the Spirit. He is the One Who wrote the book!! 



How should we expect Him to lead us? 
XRomans 8:14

For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of 
God.


XRomans 8:16

The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are 
children of God,


A witness is not a big booming voice. It is a nudging or prompting. 

XProverbs 20:27

The spirit of a man is the lamp of the Lord, searching all the 
inner depths of his heart.


God is the fire. Your spirit is the candle. He lights the candle 
so you can see where you’re going! 

XPsalm 18:28

For You will light my lamp; The Lord my God will enlighten my 
darkness. 

XJob 32:8

But there is a spirit in man, and the breath of the Almighty gives 
him understanding.


Job 32:8 KJV

But there is a spirit in man: and the inspiration of the Almighty 
giveth them understanding.


I thought that was just me!  
When the Spirit of God gives you a witness or prompting inside of 
you, you can be tempted to think it was just you (meaning your own 
mind or thoughts): however, part of God’s working in us is to plant 
His desires inside of us. 



XPsalm 37:4

Delight yourself also in the Lord, and He shall give you the 
desires of your heart.


XPhilippians 2:13

for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure.


XHebrews 13:20-21

Now may the God of peace who brought up our Lord Jesus from the 
dead, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the 
everlasting covenant, 21 make you complete in every good work to 
do His will, working in you what is well pleasing in His sight, 
through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.


XEzra 1:5

Then the heads of the fathers’ houses of Judah and Benjamin, and 
the priests and the Levites, with all whose spirits God had moved, 
arose to go up and build the house of the Lord which is in Jerusalem.


XEzra 7:27

Blessed be the Lord God of our fathers, who has put such a 
thing as this in the king’s heart, to beautify the house of the 
Lord which is in Jerusalem,


A desire to hear Pastor Sam - March 21, 1984 

Leading to go to Rhema - “wouldn’t it be nice.” 

If I wanted to hear you, I would listen to you in the location where 
you are. If you were speaking in the sanctuary, I would not go to the 
office to hear you. If I want to hear the Holy Spirit, I would listen to 
Him in the location where He is. Where is He? He’s inside of Me! 

X1 Corinthians 3:16

Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the 
Spirit of God dwells in you?


