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Intro – we are all experiencing unprecedented pressure – some more than others 
What we are used to as normal is changing 

Places we are used to going freely, we either can’t or are very restricted 
Travel is now limited and controlled 
Some have lost their jobs 
Some have lost loved ones 

The future according to the ever-changing news appears very uncertain 
Various messages of conspiracies about plots to control us 
Our world is shaken and no clear assurance  of returning to normal 

What does this mean? 
Could be the beginning of a new spiritual season – if so, we need to take heed 
Jesus told us that at some time a change would begin 
Matt 24:1-14 – warned them that established things would come apart 

Signs of the change 
The beginning of sorrows? 
Warning to endure to the end 

Importance is to wake up and realize that we are part of spiritual drama that is 
in some stage of unfolding – gives us perspective 

Heb 12:25-29 there will come a time that everything will be shaken & only that 
which God has established will remain unshaken 

Our hope is that we have been given a kingdom which cannot be shaken 
Our response –  

Be grateful and thankful we have been made part of this kingdom 
Serve God with a holy reverence 

If we have this kingdom, why are we so shaken and what do we need to do? 

2 Cor 4:6-10 look at Apostle Paul as an example for us 
2 Cor 11:23-29 a sample of what Paul experienced 
Shows the effects of the pressure he was under for fulfilling his call from Christ 
In spite of the pressure – it could not crush him 
Secret was his awareness of the glory of God within him – unshakable kingdom 
within  
E.g. two water bottles under pressure 

The importance of learning to overcome 
20 times in NT we are told how crucial it is to overcome 

Each church in Rev told of blessing of overcoming 
Rev 21:7 – he who overcomes shall inherit all things & I will be his God & 
He my son 

There must be something we have to overcome 

Heb 6:1-12 Warnings against pulling back and not progressing – allowing the pressure 
to get us to quit 
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Vs 1-3 challenged to move on from the first foundations and mature 
Vs 4-8 sober warning of what can happen if we allow ourselves to drift back 
Vs 9-12 the challenge to move forward and not give in to the pressures 

John 16:28-33 – Jesus final instruction & preparation 
Tells them that He came into this world but now was leaving it 
They think that they now understand – not unlike us now 
Once He is gone, the pressure of the world will come in on them 
They need not fear, because He has overcome the world for them 
It is this world that we now need to overcome through Him 

“World” = the systems of this world that are under the control and for purposes of 
Satan 

He is God’s enemy and hates everything created by Him and for Him 
He wants to destroy everything that is precious to God 
Everything in this world is opposed to and fighting against the kingdom of God 
Since we are part of His kingdom, this pressure comes against us 
Jesus has overcome this 

He has put His kingdom within us, but we need to learn how to allow His kingdom to 
empower us to overcome the world as Jesus has 

Next time learn how Jesus has provided for us to overcome


