
NOT MY WILL 
I. THE CONCEPT OF SURRENDER 

  A. PURPOSE OF MESSAGE 

1. To challenge our fait to trust God enough to surrender our keys, that 
is, our will to Him.


2. To answer the question; “What is keeping me from surrendering our 
keys to the Lord


  B. WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO SURRENDER
1. The Definition of Surrender

(a)to give up something to another person. 
(b)Example: The Japanese General giving up his sword to the 

U.S. General in WWII.
(c)Without the surrendering of our will, fellowship and relationship 

with God will never be complete.

Matthew 12:50 (NLT)
50Anyone who does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and 

sister and mother!”

(d)Surrendering means to give up or to part with something. 

Mark 10:21-22 (NLT)
21Then Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, “One thing you 
lack: Go your way, sell whatever you have and give to the poor, and you 
will have treasure in heaven; and come, take up the cross, and follow 

Me.” 
22But he was sad at this word, and went away sorrowful, for he had 

great possessions.

(e) The rich young ruler lacked the will to surrender his 
possessions.
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(f) Many Christians are like this young ruler who was content with 
just observing the commandments

(g)Many Christians are content and satisfied with just the basics of 
Christianity, yet all the while God is saying to us, “You still lack 
one thing.”

The Lord Jesus is interested in all of you not just a part of you

To surrender is to fully commit all of you to all of Him

Romans 12:1 (NKJV)
1I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you 

present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is 
your reasonable service.

(h)The word “bodies” represent the totality of one’s life and 
activities

Romans 6:13 (NKJV)
13And do not present your members as instruments of unrighteousness to 

sin, but present yourselves (OUR TOTAL SELF) to God… and your 
members as instruments of (to express the) righteousness to God.

(i) We are to give ourselves completely to God to use our whole 
body as an instrument to do what is right for the glory of God.

C. Trusting God

1. But to surrender our will to God, trust is required. 

(a) Trusting that God has a better plan than ours and believe that 
His will, not our will, is the best path for us, even when it 
doesn’t seem like it at times. 

(b) We must be able to trust that God knows what He is doing 
where it concerns us.

Deuteronomy 1:31 (NLT)
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31And you saw how the Lord your God cared for you all along the way as 
you traveled through the wilderness, just as a father cares for his 

child. Now he has brought you to this place.’ 

Deuteronomy 1:32–33 (NLT)
32“But even after all he did, you refused to trust the Lord your God, 
33who goes before you looking for the best places to camp, guiding 

you (to show you the way to go) with a pillar of fire by night and a pillar of 
cloud by day.

Taking us from where we are to where we are supposed to go

2. There is a desire in us to be in control

Sometimes we AVOID being captured by God and surrendering our 
will because doing so would mean surrendering areas of our lives 

that we like to control.

(a)We like things to go our way. 

(b)We like to be the boss of our own destiny. 

(c)  Why? Because having control gives us a sense of security.

To surrender means to totally resign your life, to stand down or step 
away; to abdicate and letting go of all control over into God’s hands.

(f) We need to wave the white flag of surrender in order to live 
according to God’s plan.

D. JESUS: THE SUPREME EXAMPLE OF SURRENDER

1. Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane

(a) Jesus was called to surrender His life for an undeserving 
world.

Mark 14:32–36 (NKJV)
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32Then they came to a place which was named Gethsemane; and He said 
to His disciples, “Sit here while I pray.” 

33And He took Peter, James, and John with Him, and He began to be 
troubled and deeply distressed. 

34Then He said to them, “My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to 
death. Stay here and watch.” 

35He went a little farther, and fell on the ground, and prayed that if it were 
possible, the hour might pass from Him. 

36And He said, “Abba, Father, all things are possible for You. Take this cup 
away from Me; nevertheless

(b)Jesus surrendered himself to God’s plan.
(c)Jesus placed God’s will above His own will, His emotional 

struggles, His distress, His physical and mental suffering, etc.

To live a surrendered life, as Jesus did, means letting go of our 
need to control the circumstances of our lives. 

(d)Jesus had the right attitude when He said in John 6:38…

John 6:38 (NLT)
38For I have come down from heaven to do the will of God who sent me, 

not to do my own will.

2. Jesus had His human moment

(a) Jesus came to earth to live not as God but as a human being 
and He experienced life the way we do.

Hebrews 2:17 (NLT)
17Therefore, it was necessary for him (Jesus) to be made in every 

respect  (HOW?) like us, his brothers and sisters, so that he could be 
our merciful and faithful High Priest before

Hebrews 4:15 (NLT)
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15This High Priest (Jesus) of ours understands our weaknesses, for he 
faced all of the same testings we do, yet he did not sin.

(b)Jesus was tried and tempted as we are, but remained sinless.

(c)And, just like every human being, he had a will of his own. Yet 
He chose to fully surrender His will to the Father:

John 10:18 (NLT)
18No one can take my life from me. I sacrifice it voluntarily. For I have 
the authority to lay it down when I want to and also to take it up again. 

For this is what my Father has commanded.”

(d)Jesus was simply saying, that this act of surrendering Himself is 
totally within His power to do. 

(f) God has given all of us this same right: the same privilege to 
choose or not to choose a surrendered life. 

i. No one is forced to yield his life to God. 
ii. It is choice that we must make

3. SURRENDERING our will does not come easily. 

(a) There will be some struggles.

Not many of us are willing to endure things that will inconvenience 
the flesh for Jesus’ sake.

(b) Jesus struggled with God’s plan on the night before His 
crucifixion, when the scriptures says that He became 
anguished and distressed, and how His soul was crushed 
with grief to the point of death in Mk. 14: 33-34 

(c) It may be a painful experience—for your flesh
(d)Jesus agonized over God’s plan so much that he literally 

sweated drops of blood. 
(e)So there will be some reluctance, hesitation, some fears and 

anxieties.

E. THE DANGER OF BEING SELF-SUFFICIENT
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1. There is a danger of becoming “self-sufficient” Christians.

(a)  Jeremiah speaking about what God says about people who 
rely on THEIR OWN STRENGTH or the STRENGTH of others

Jeremiah 17:5–6 (NLT)
5This is what the Lord says: “Cursed are those who put their trust in mere 
humans, who rely on human strength and turn their hearts away from 

the Lord. 
6They are like stunted shrubs in the desert, with no hope for the future. 

They will live in the barren wilderness, in an uninhabited salty land.

Living a life apart from God is a life that trusts and relies only on our 
own human strength and abilities. That is a life that is unprofitable 

and an unfruitful

TO SURRENDER OUR LIVES MEAN TO BECOME TOTALLY 
DEPENDENT ON GOD

(b)Just as Jesus was totally dependent on God

John 8:28–29 (NKJV)
28Then Jesus said to them, “When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will 

know that I am He, and that I do nothing of Myself; but as My Father 
taught Me, I speak these things. 

29And He who sent Me is with Me. The Father has not left Me alone, for I 
always do those things that please Him.”

John 5:19 (NLT)
19So Jesus explained, “I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by 
himself. He does only what he sees the Father doing. Whatever the 

Father does, the Son also does.

II. SURRENDER: THE KEY TO THE CHRISTIAN LIFE

   A. Surrender is the key to all of our cares.

1. The only answer that would put an end to all worries and fears is to 
surrender to a wise, all-knowing sovereign God.
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Proverbs 3:24–26 (NKJV)
24When you lie down, you will not be afraid; Yes, you will lie down and 

your sleep will be sweet. 
25Do not be afraid of sudden terror, Nor of trouble from the wicked when it 

comes; 
26For the Lord will be your confidence, And will keep your foot from 

being caught.

2. God’s condition for our peace is based on our unconditional 
SURRENDER to Him and His will. 

(a)Peace is where God’s calm and God’s tranquility overrule all of our 
concerns.

(b) It is a peace that that is beyond our understanding.


Philippians 4:6–7 (NKJV)
6Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with 

thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; 
7and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard 

your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.

Isaiah 32:18 (NKJV)
18My people will dwell in a peaceful habitation, In secure dwellings, and in 

quiet resting places,
(c)Our peaceful habitation can be in the midst of a crisis

  B. Surrendering is a Way of Life 

     1.  A Way of Life

(a)Surrendering has been a “point in time” and not “a way of life.” 

(b)Because full surrender also means being willing to obey God’s will 
even if your flesh and natural senses see no sense in obeying His 
will at the moment

2. It is a daily experience and lifestyle. 
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(a)We never finish surrendering and move on. 

(b)It is not something we can check off our "to do list". It is our way of 
life. 

There is no one-step way to surrender to God, it’s a daily, moment by 
moment choice to give it all to God. 

III. WHAT DOES THE SURRENDERED LIFE LOOK LIKE

   A. What does the Surrendered Life Look Like on a Daily Basis?

      1. Surrendering is giving up your rights
      2. It is relinquishing control, over your rights, power, direction, and 
plans, and
         all the things you do and say.

➡ Surrender: Giving up your Rights to seek revenge

Matthew 5:38–39 (NKJV)
38“You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye and a tooth for a 

tooth.’ 
39But I tell you not to resist an evil person. But whoever slaps you on 

your right cheek, turn the other to him also.

1 Thessalonians 5:15 (NLT)
15See that no one pays back evil for evil, but always try to do good to each 

other and to all people.

➡ Surrendering your rights to hate my enemies:

Matthew 5:43–44 (NKJV)
43“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate 

your enemy.’ 
44But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do 

good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and 
persecute you,
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➡ Surrendering your rights to bear a grudge: 

Matthew 6:14–15 (NKJV)
14“For if you forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will 
also forgive you. 15But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither 

will your Father forgive your trespasses.
➡ Surrendering your rights to judge others

Matthew 7:1–2 (NKJV)
1“Judge not, that you be not judged. 

2For with what judgment you judge, you will be judged; and with the 
measure you use, it will be measured back to you.

➡ Surrendering your rights to anything:

Luke 14:33 (AMP)
33So then, any of you who does not forsake (renounce, surrender claim 

to, give up, say good-bye to) all that he has cannot be My disciple.

Luke 9:24 (NLT)
24If you try to hang on to your life, you will lose it. But if you give up your 

life for my sake, you will save it.

B. Blessings of a Surrendered Life

1. The Surrendered Life is a Blessed Life
2.    There are blessings when we surrender to the Lord and the 

blessing are unlimited.

   (a) Answered Prayers:

i. When we pray with the prayer that Jesus prayed “Not my 
will, but yours be done” this attitude of prayer will never 
fail.  

ii. To pray God’s will is to surrender your will to His 
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1 John 5:14–15 (NKJV)
14Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything 

according to His will, He hears us. 
15And if we know that He hears us, whatever we ask, we know that we 

have the petitions that we have asked of Him.

God only hears prayers that are lined up with His will

(b) A life of obedience is what leads to blessings


i. A life of obedience is a life of surrender.

Deuteronomy 28:1–2 (NKJV)
1“Now it shall come to pass, if you diligently obey the voice of the Lord your 

God, to observe carefully all His commandments which I command you 
today, that the Lord your God will set you high above all nations of the 

earth. 
2And all these blessings shall come upon you and overtake you, 

because you obey the voice of the Lord your God:

ii. When we surrender, it not only brings victory into our life, but 
it has a significant impact on the kingdom of God. 

iii.Jesus’ obedience and surrender brought salvation to you and 
I and to all the world. 

Isaiah 1:19 (NKJV)
19If you are willing and obedient, You shall eat the good of the land;

iv.Two conditions of blessing:

• Is willingness

• And obedience

(c) Frees us From Worrying About The Future.

Matthew 6:31–33 (NKJV)
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31“Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we 
drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 

32For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father 
knows that you need all these things. 

33But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all 
these things shall be added to you.

i. When we worry, it is an indication that we are not 
surrendered to the Lord.

ii. The very thing that we worry about that keep us up at night 
should be given over to the Lord

iii. There is no peace for a worrier. None!

1 Peter 5:7 (NKJV)
7casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.

iv. To cast all of our cares to the Lord is surrendering it all to 
the Lord.

We need to let go of worry and surrender in faith

(d) You can Enjoy God’s Protection.

i. One of the major benefits of surrendering your life to God is 
that you will enjoy His protection from evil

Proverbs 3:26 (NKJV)
26For the Lord will be your confidence, And will keep your foot from being 

caught.

Psalm 91:1–2 (NKJV)
1He who dwells in the secret place of the Most High Shall abide under 

the shadow of the Almighty. 
2I will say of the Lord, “He is my refuge and my fortress; My God, in Him 

I will trust.”

Psalm 91:7 (NKJV)
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7A thousand may fall at your side, And ten thousand at your right hand; But 
it shall not come near you.

ii. And all of this is the result of our surrender

Psalm 91:9 (NKJV)
9Because you have made the Lord, who is my refuge, Even the Most 

High, your dwelling place,

God’s protection will only be activated in your life when you give and 
fully surrender your life to Him.

(e) Surrendering means giving it all to Him

i. When we are willing and obedient to surrender to the Lord, 
then the Holy Spirit will help us to make our surrender 
complete; to help us maintain that attitude of surrender 
everyday.

Hebrews 13:20–21 (NKJV)
20Now may the God of peace who brought up our Lord Jesus from the 

dead, that great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood of the 
everlasting covenant, 

21make you complete in every good work to do His will, working in you 
what is well pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be 

glory forever and ever. Amen.

ii. But you have the power to choose to step up to the cross 
and surrender yourself along with all of those things that 
have been weighing you down, pulling you under, stealing 
your joy and your peace and leaving them in very capable 
hands.  

iii.
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