
JUST LIKE JESUS 

I. THE NECESSITY FOR CHANGE


A. God’s Goal 


  1. It is God’s goal, His objective and purpose to conform us into the image of His Son


Romans 8:29 (NKJV)
29For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His 
Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.

To be Christlike simply means i
mitate or model after who Christ is, not because you’re stressing out making 

every effort to become like Him, but because Christ is in you.

Galatians 2:20 (NKJV)
20I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in 
me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved 
me and gave Himself for me.

   2. Jesus was the express image of the Father

• He is the brightness of His glory and the express image of His person
• He is the image of the invisible God

Jesus Christ is the fullest and most complete example of a human in God’s image

• That was how God created man in the beginning—in the image and 
likeness of God.

To be created in God’s image means that God Himself has determined how we 
ought to be and live.

• Now we are to live on this earth conformed in the image of His Son and 
reflecting His character and nature.

• Being a Christian means that you are changed on the inside--not 
controlled from the outside.

• It means that your heart has been changed by the presence of Christ in 
you. 

   3.  Once we are “in Christ,” everything changes. 

2 Corinthians 5:17 (NKJV)
17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed 
away; behold, all things have become new.
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• It is an exchange from the old sinful life to a new and better life in Christ 


B.Everybody Needs Change

        1. The first thing that we all need to recognize is the need for change.

• Everybody has something in their lives that needs to change.

• God knows what changes are needed in your life
• And the time for change is…

 …when God has convicted us that we need to change! 

C. God Refuses to Leave You Where You are

   1. Just Like Jesus

“God loves you just the way you are, but he refuses to leave you that way.”

• God promises to do the same for us

Romans 5:8 (NKJV)
8But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us.

• While we were still weak, broken, crushed, and a complete mess; He still 
loved us enough to not let us stay that way

        2.  Changed From Glory to Glory


2 Corinthians 3:18 (KJV)
18But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed 
into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.

• But change doesn’t end the moment we receive Christ. 

• That is only the first step TO CHANGE.

• Change is a life-long experience.

• The phrase “from glory to glory” indicates God’s ever-increasing 

change 
• It is a change from one degree of glory to a higher and more glorious 

degree of glory.

The glory of the Christian is the reflection of the glory of the Lord

      3. Metamorphosis
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2 Corinthians 3:18 (NKJV)
18But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being 
transformed (“changed” KJV) into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the 
Spirit of the Lord.

• There’s the word “meta” which carries the idea of an exchange, then 
there is the Greek word “morphoo” which refers to the real inner 
essence of a person or thing. 

It’s the exchanging or our present appearance for something far more glorious… 

• When it comes to becoming like Christ, it is like the transformation of a 
caterpillar.

• The very same word used to describe the transformation of a caterpillar 
into a butterfly is also used in 2 Corinthians 3:18 to describe God’s 
transforming power in His children

• The caterpillar may not look like much, but in this caterpillar, there’s the 
ability to fly, the ability to become beautiful and majestic.

• In the same way, true Christians are changed from the inside out into who 
you really are. 

John 5:17 (NIV) 
17  Jesus said to them, "My Father is always at his work to this very day, and I, too, 
am working." 

• Inside every believer there is a Christlikeness ready to be formed and 
manifested outwardly into the image and glory of this Christ.

• The Bible says that this miraculous inside out change is the experience 
of every true believer! 

II. PART OF CHANGE IS REBUILDING WHAT IS BROKEN

A. God Promised to Change us

1. God promised change because change is necessary
2. God wants to fix some things in our lives

God is a fixer of broken things

Psalm 34:18 (NKJV)
18The Lord is near to those who have a broken heart, And saves such as have a 
contrite (crushed) spirit.

• The word save is the Hebrew word “yasha” which means to gain victory 
from whatever He is saving you from
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God is able to save and rebuild what is broken in our lives

3. God is always in front of our problems

Isaiah 65:24 (NKJV)
24“It shall come to pass That before they call, I will answer; And while they are still 
speaking, I will hear.

Matthew 6:8 (NKJV)
8“Therefore do not be like them. For your Father knows the things you have need of 
before you ask Him.

• God is always several steps ahead of our prayers
• Gos can fix anything and anyone
• You may not be the finished product, but God is working on it.

If Jesus can change water into wine, imagine the change He can do in us

Luke 18:27 (NKJV)
27But He said, “The things which are impossible with men are possible with God.”

• Nothing in our lives is beyond God’s ability to fix.

Jeremiah 32:17 (NKJV)
17‘Ah, Lord God! Behold, You have made the heavens and the earth by Your great 
power and outstretched arm. There is nothing too hard for You.

B. God Promised to Make Something of us

1. God created the Blueprint for our lives and character

• God walks in our lives by being hands on
• Always cleaning, sanctifying, repairing, etc

Ephesians 4:24 (NLT)
24Put on your new nature (new man), created to be like God—truly righteous and 
holy.

Colossians 3:10 (NLT)
10Put on your new nature, and be renewed as you learn to know your Creator and 
become like him.

GOD JUST WANTS TO MAKE YOU BETTER THAN WHO YOU CURRENTLY ARE
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• But He wants to make something of you

1 Chronicles 29:12 (NKJV)
12Both riches and honor come from You, And You reign over all. In Your hand is power 
and might; In Your hand it is to make great  And to give strength to all.

• God has the ability to make something of us so that we can live up to our 
manufactured specifications

• God has been transforming lives for centuries

2. Abraham

Genesis 12:2 (NKJV)
2I will make you a great nation; I will bless you And make your name great; And you 
shall be a blessing.

Genesis 17:6 (NKJV)
6I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall 
come from you.

Deuteronomy 28:13 (NKJV)
13And the Lord will make you the head and not the tail; you shall be above only, and 
not be beneath, if you heed the commandments of the Lord your God, which I command 
you today, and are careful to observe them.

3. Paul

Acts 26:16 (NKJV)
16But rise and stand on your feet; for I have appeared to you for this purpose, to make 
you a minister and a witness both of the things which you have seen and of the things 
which I will yet reveal to you.

4. Disciples

Matthew 4:19 (NKJV)
19Then He said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.”

• Jesus helped transform ordinary fishermen into extraordinary fishers of 
men

• Notice first the condition for being made fishers of men…”Follow me”.
• There must be a surrendering of oneself in order for change to take place.

By surrendering, what you are doing is simply getting out of Jesus way!
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• Jesus says that if any man comes after Christ, he must first deny himself, 
then be willing to take up his cross and then follow Him.

• When we meet those conditions…

God is able to make you into someone you were destined to become

III. The Power to Change

A. The Source of Change

1. How is it possible for us to be Christlike? 
• We know that change is necessary; but let’s be real: change can also be 

also difficult; 
• When God convicts us of change, He often has to contend with our 

stubbornness to change; our unwillingness to change; the fear of change, 
and the lack of faith to change. 

There are many of us who struggle to be free from certain weaknesses, habits, 
and sinful patterns that took root before coming to the Lord, yet years into your 
walk with Christ, after multiple efforts and much prayer, you remain unchanged. 

Why is that?

The transformation that you and I long for must come from the divine method 
God has prescribed. 

THERE IS NO OTHER METHOD FOR CHANGE EXCEPT THROUGH THIS DIVINE 
METHOD

2 Corinthians 3:18 (NKJV)
18But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being 
transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of 
the Lord.

• This DIVINE METHOD is the power the Holy Spirit living inside of us.
• The power to change doesn't come from any other source in the world, 

but the Holy Spirit who is in us. 

2. The only solution FOR CHANGE

• The only solution for change is for the Holy Spirit to do for us what we 
can’t do for ourselves.

Christlikeness is the Spirit of God inspiring the ability to emulate the Person of 
Christ in and through your life. 
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3. God’s purpose is to make us like Christ.

Becoming more like Christ is the work of the Holy Spirit. 

• When we are saved, the Holy Spirit takes up residence in our hearts and 
begins the process of transforming us to the image of Christ.

Titus 3:5 (NLT)
5he saved us, not because of the righteous things we had done, but because of his 
mercy. He washed away our sins, giving us a new birth and new life through the 
Holy Spirit.

• Becoming more like Christ is the work of the Holy Spirit.
• He provides the power for change in our lives.

Colossians 1:29 (AMP)
29For this I labor [unto weariness], striving with all the superhuman energy which He 
so mightily enkindles and works within me.

Philippians 2:13 (AMP)
13[Not in your own strength] for it is God Who is all the while effectually at work in 
you [energizing and creating in you the power and desire], both to will and to work for 
His good pleasure and satisfaction and delight.

• Our own efforts are not enough to make the necessary changes in our 
lives to God’s satisfaction.

• But when we submit to the power that dwells in us, the very same power 
that rose Jesus from the dead, then change becomes inevitable.

4. The day of the greatest and complete change.

• Making us Christlike is the work of the Holy Spirit, and God promised to 
see it through to the end.

Philippians 1:6 (KJV (WS))
6Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will 
perform (complete or finish) it until the day of Jesus Christ:

Philippians 1:6 (AMP)
6And I am convinced and sure of this very thing, that He Who began a good work in 
you will continue until the day of Jesus Christ [right up to the time of His return], 
developing [that good work] and perfecting and bringing it to full completion in 
you.

Page 7



• That means there will be a day of completion.
• A day where our transformation is final.

1 Corinthians 15:51–53 (NKJV)
51Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed—
52in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will 
sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 
53For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on 
immortality.

ON THAT DAY, OUR TRANSFORMATION WILL BE COMPLETE

1 John 3:2 (NKJV)
2Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall 
be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him 
as He is.

Throughout our lives God is transforming us 
into the image of His Son, but there will be a day 

when we will be completely like Him.

IN THE LAST DAYS, WHEN THE LORD JESUS RETURNS, WE SHALL REACH 
THE FULL AND COMPLETE GLORY.
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