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Introduc<on: Favorite <me of year for stories around the theme of Christmas 

Many movies based on Christmas themes: family, hope, miracles, presents etc. 
Our family favorite: “A Christmas Story” – Ralphie and his quest for Red Ryder BB gun 
The Christmas Story over next several weeks – only true one 
While most church pageants focus on the story of events in Bethlehem, there is another 
side to the story which give us a deeper understanding of what happened 

View from God’s side of the story 

1. Who came to be born in Bethlehem? Although appeared as a baby, He existed before 
John 1:1-5 the beginning of this realm of existence 

Vs 1 - God existed before – has always existed – exists outside of <me 
With Him was the Word – LOGOS – complete concept of something or of a being 
the full expression of that person 

Vs 2 - The Word is a person – He was with God before crea<on 
Vs 3 – all things were made through Him 

“Through” – GK = through the agency or by the means of 
This crea<on was God’s will but accomplished by this Word 

Vs 4 – light of life itself came through Him 
Heb 1:1-3 He is the brightness of Father’s glory 

He is the exact representa<on of the Father’s nature 
He is upholding all things by the word of His power 

2. Why He came?  
A. He came to rescue (redeem) us from the curse and grip Satan had on us through sin, 
sickness, and des<ny in Hell 

1 John 3:8 He came to destroy the works of the devil 
Heb 2:14-15 – He came to release us by becoming one of us 
He became a member of our race that is born under a curse 
He came to take our curse on Himself, pay for it with His suffering to free us 
2 Cor 5:21 – the innocent became guilty to make the guilty innocent 

B. To bring us to Himself – become a child of God with Him 
1 John 1:12-13 – qualify those who would believe to become a child of God 

Not just admi`ed to heaven & avoid Hell 
Not as a servant of slave, but in rela<onship of Father & son/daughter 

John 14:19-20 As Jesus is in the Father so we will be in Him 
John 15:5 – as the branch is one with the vine, so are we one with Him 

Apart from Him we can do NOTHING 
Neither ranch nor vine can produce fruit apart from each other 

John 17:20-23 HIs prayer that we be one together with each other and them 
C. To display the Father’s nature of mercy and grace 

Eph 3:9-11 through the church to make known to principali<es His mercy 
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Eph 2:2-10 In His mercy He saved 

We were dead in our sins, sons of disobedience & children of wrath 
To sa<sfy His love for us He saved us & raised us to sit with Him 
To display to His grace and kindness towards us 
We are trophies of HIs grace 

He displayed His mercy and grace instead of HIs power 

3. How He came 
John 1:14 – This Word became a human being, just like us 

This is who was born in Bethlehem as an infant 
He dwelt among as one of us - live as one of us for 33 years 
He is eternally one of us – the one on the throne is a man, born of Spirit and 
raised from the dead – s<ll God 
We could then see God’s glory in a man – full of grace and truth 

Phil 2:6-11 – He emp<ed Himself of His divine privileges and rights 
The one who made the world, give each of us life never asserted His right over us 
Instead, He took the form of a bondservant – came to serve not be served 
John 13 washing their feet to teach them the same spirit 

Next week: The Rest of the Story 
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