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Matt 7:21-23 Jesus says that it is not enough to call Him Lord. There has to be a heart 
to live for the Father’s will.  

John 15:9-13 - Jesus simplifies for them what the will of the Father is 
What does it mean to lay down my life for you? 
It means crossing those boundaries of self we have -  

Areas where we are called to apply His sacrificial love for each other 
Last week 

1. possibly physical life 
2. sharing the material necessities of life 
3. compassion for one another -  
4. bearing one another’s burdens - because we are one body IN CHRIST 

5. Forgiveness - it is a dying to self by letting go of a claim I have on others so they 
can be free of the guilt 

• This is bearing another type of burden for each other - their sin 
• We bear their sin by forgiving them - releasing them from our claim on them 
• To forgive is not just something we should do, but as a Christian it is part of 

who we are. 

Why should I bear another’s sin?  
Our concept of justice is that “they sinned against ME  
They should get what THEY deserve”. 
Jesus is our example. On the cross: “Father forgive them because they 
don’t know what they are doing” 

Jesus is more than our example.  
• Since we are literally His body, whatever He is we are. 
• Father sent Him to redeem mankind by bearing their sin for them so they could 

be free who could not free themselves.  
o This is the essence of God’s type of love. 
o The world is under the burden of its sin - Rom 8 
o Christ came out of Father’s love for guilty mankind to bear its sin on its 

behalf 

Forgiving costs us something - the right to hold someone’s guilt against them 
To let go of that claim is a dying to myself 
Love bears their guilt so they can be free 
In that sacrifice, we are set free  
We have stepped into God’s love for us  
This is abiding in His love 

Matt 5:21-26 our relationship with our brother is directly connected to our 
relationship Father 

Jesus equates anger with murder - anger is an attack on my brother’s life 
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“Raca” = “empty head” - “you fool” - 
These display lack of respect for someone God loves & died for 
It is placing ourselves above them in our own eyes 
Why God dislikes this 

Broken relationship with brother interferes with our worship and prayers 
Worship of God cannot be separated from our relationship with each 
other 
1 john 4:20-21 - how can we love God who we can’t see when we don’t 
love brother whom we can  
1 Pet 3:7 - our relationship with our wives affects our prayers 

John 15:9-13 

Application: Search heart for someone you still hold to their offense against you  


