
Being Led By The Spirit 2 
How should we expect Him to lead us? 
Romans 8:16

The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are 
children of God,


A witness is not a big booming voice. It is a nudging or prompting. 
We are not led by prophetic words. See the end of tonight’s notes 

online for some good insights into that. 

Proverbs 20:27

The spirit of a man is the lamp of the Lord, searching all the 
inner depths of his heart.


God is the fire. Your spirit is the candle. He lights the candle 
so you can see where you’re going!

 
I thought that was just me!  
When the Spirit of God gives you a witness or prompting inside of you, 
you can be tempted to think it was just you (meaning your own mind or 
thoughts): however, part of God’s working in us is to plant His desires 
inside of us. 

Psalm 37:4

Delight yourself also in the Lord, and He shall give you the desires 
of your heart.


Philippians 2:13

for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure.


Ezra 1:5

Then the heads of the fathers’ houses of Judah and Benjamin, and 
the priests and the Levites, with all whose spirits God had moved, 
arose to go up and build the house of the Lord which is in Jerusalem.




A desire to hear Pastor Sam - March 21, 1984 

Leading to go to Rhema - “wouldn’t it be nice.” 

If I wanted to hear you, I would listen to you in the location where 
you are. If you were speaking in the sanctuary, I would not go to the 
office to hear you. If I want to hear the Holy Spirit, I would listen to 
Him in the location where He is. Where is He? He’s inside of Me! 

1 Corinthians 3:16

Do you not know that you are the temple of God and that the 
Spirit of God dwells in you?


__________________________________________________________ 

It Seemed Good………… 

One might think that the leading for Luke to write his Gospel would 
have come through some spectacular means, but his own words show 
that he did so just because it seemed good!! 

XLuke 1:1-3

Inasmuch as many have taken in hand to set in order a narrative 
of those things which [a]have been fulfilled among us, 2 just as 
those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses and ministers 
of the word delivered them to us, 3 it seemed good to me also, 
having had perfect understanding of all things from the very first, 
to write to you an orderly account, most excellent Theophilus, 

Luke 1:3, AMPC (It seemed good and desirable to me, [and so 
I have determined]),  

God used the simple witness of the Spirit to let Luke know 
that he should write His Gospel!! 



XLuke 2:25-30

And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was 
Simeon, and this man was just and devout, waiting for the 
Consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26 And it 
had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see 
death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27 So he came by 
the Spirit into the temple. And when the parents brought in the 
Child Jesus, to do for Him according to the custom of the law, 
28 he took Him up in his arms and blessed God and said: 
29 “Lord, now You are letting Your servant depart in peace, 
According to Your word; 30 For my eyes have seen Your salvation 

AMPC (prompted by the Spirit),  
J.B. Phillips (He had been led by the Spirit to go into the Temple), 
NIV (Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts),  

XLuke 2:36-38

Now there was one, Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of 
Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, and had 
lived with a husband seven years from her virginity; 37 and this 
woman was a widow [a]of about eighty-four years, who did not 
depart from the temple, but served God with fastings and prayers 
night and day. 38 And coming in that instant she gave thanks to 
the Lord, and spoke of Him to all those who looked for 
redemption in Jerusalem. 

J.B. PHILLIPS (She came up at this very moment),  
MSG (At the very time Simeon was praying, she showed up), 

XActs 15:1-2

And certain men came down from Judea and taught the brethren, 
“Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, 
you cannot be saved.” 2 Therefore, when Paul and Barnabas had 
no small dissension and dispute with them, they determined that 
Paul and Barnabas and certain others of them should go up to 
Jerusalem, to the apostles and elders, about this question.




XActs 15:22

Then it pleased the apostles and elders, with the whole church, 
to send chosen men of their own company to Antioch with Paul 
and Barnabas, namely, Judas who was also named Barsabas,[a] 
and Silas, leading men among the brethren.


Acts 15:22 - Young's Literal Translation 
Then it seemed good to the apostles and the elders, with the 
whole assembly…..


XActs 15:25

it seemed good to us, being assembled with one accord, to 
send chosen men to you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul, 

XActs 15:28

For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit, and to us, to lay upon 
you no greater burden than these necessary things:


XActs 15:30-34

So when they were sent off, they came to Antioch; and when 
they had gathered the multitude together, they delivered the 
letter. 31 When they had read it, they rejoiced over its 
encouragement. 32 Now Judas and Silas, themselves being 
prophets also, exhorted and strengthened the brethren with 
many words. 33 And after they had stayed there for a time, they 
were sent back with greetings from the brethren to the apostles. 
34 However, it seemed good to Silas to remain there.


XActs 15:39-40

Then the contention became so sharp that they parted from one 
another. And so Barnabas took Mark and sailed to Cyprus; 40 but 
Paul chose Silas and departed, being commended by the 
brethren to the grace of God.


By Silas’ sensitivity to remain there, he was right where he needed to 
be so he could be chosen as Paul’s traveling companion. 



Be obedient - even when you don’t see the connection! Silas 
could have asked “why stay” & reasoned himself right out of 

being in the right place at the right time. 

Tell story of praying for 2 hours about a job to be told to call BL 

When something DID NOT seem good: 
In a former church setting when first starting in the ministry, something did 
not seem right to me about what was going on in the church. (When you 
know on the inside that something is not right, you must trust that leading!) I 
actually left the situation to join the staff at FCC, only to find out in short 
time how absolutely right the leading was. 

I had no peace about a relationship I was in, but ran the red light despite the 
warning signs. I paid the price because of it. 

When something DOES seem good: 
When I first stood on the RBTC campus - the bells rung inside 

When Pastor Sam asked me to join the staff at FCC. 

Amazing PEACE about marrying my Angela! 

Take Baby Steps!! 

XActs 16:6-10

Now when they had gone through Phrygia and the region of 
Galatia, they were forbidden by the Holy Spirit to preach the word 
in Asia. 7 After they had come to Mysia, they tried to go into 
Bithynia, but the Spirit did not permit them. 8 So passing by Mysia, 
they came down to Troas. 9 And a vision appeared to Paul in the 
night. A man of Macedonia stood and pleaded with him, saying, 
“Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 10 Now after he had seen 
the vision, immediately we sought to go to Macedonia, concluding 
that the Lord had called us to preach the gospel to them. 



When praying about whether or not Angela should take her current 
position: 

The signals were consistent each time we prayed.  
Consistent peace is what you’re looking for.     
Something that came & went could be the results of eating pizza too 
late. 
The peace that we had while settling on God’s direction about the 
position was the stabilizing factor when Angela was tempted to second 
guess. 

What you should not be led by: 

Money 

Opportunity 

Pressure 

Fear 

Flesh 

Be Led by Peace! 

XIsaiah 55:12

“For you shall go out with joy, 
And be led out with peace; 
The mountains and the hills 
Shall break forth into singing before you, 
And all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.


XRomans 3:17 - There is a Way of Peace

And the way of peace they have not known.”




Being mindful and conscious of the things of the Spirit will 
produce life and peace! 
XRomans 8:6 
For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded 
is life and peace.


Let peace guard your heart: 
XPhilippians 4:6-7

Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known 
to God; 7 and the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will GUARD your hearts and minds through 
Christ Jesus.


XProverbs 4:23 NLT

Guard your heart above all else, for it determines the course 
of your life. 

If you put these thoughts together, you could state it like this: 
Don’t depart from God’s Peace - God’s Peace will guard your 
heart above all else, and help you maintain the right course 
for your life.


Let peace rule in your heart: 
XColossians 3:15

And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you 
were called in one body; and be thankful.


RULE in the AMPC: (act as umpire continually) in your hearts 
[deciding and settling with finality all questions that arise in 
your minds, in that peaceful state] 

WEYMOUTH: and let the peace which Christ gives settle all 
questionings in your hearts




X2 Timothy 2:22

Flee also youthful lusts: but follow righteousness, faith, charity, 
peace, with them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart. 

X2 Thessalonians 3:16

Now may the Lord of peace Himself give you peace always in 
every way. The Lord be with you all. 

PEACE is no side issue. 
The apostles greeted the churches with a prayer for grace and Peace 
to be multiplied unto them! 
The scripture continually refers to God as the God of Peace. 
When you follow the God of Peace, you will have peace. 
When you stray from the path of the God of Peace, you leave your 
place of peace. 

XNumbers 9:17-23

Whenever the cloud was taken up from above the tabernacle, after that 
the children of Israel would journey; and in the place where the cloud 
settled, there the children of Israel would pitch their tents. 18 At the 
command of the Lord the children of Israel would journey, and at the 
command of the Lord they would camp; as long as the cloud stayed 
above the tabernacle they remained encamped. 19 Even when the 
cloud continued long, many days above the tabernacle, the children of 
Israel kept the charge of the Lord and did not journey. 20 So it was, 
when the cloud was above the tabernacle a few days: according to the 
command of the Lord they would remain encamped, and according to 
the command of the Lord they would journey. 21 So it was, when the 
cloud remained only from evening until morning: when the cloud was 
taken up in the morning, then they would journey; whether by day or by 
night, whenever the cloud was taken up, they would journey. 
22 Whether it was two days, a month, or a year that the cloud remained 
above the tabernacle, the children of Israel would remain encamped 
and not journey; but when it was taken up, they would journey. 23 At 
the command of the Lord they remained encamped, and at the 
command of the Lord they journeyed; they kept the charge of the Lord, 
at the command of the Lord by the hand of Moses. 



FOLLOW THE CLOUD AND THE FIRE 
The Cloud is His Glory within us! 

2 Chronicles 5:13-14

indeed it came to pass, when the trumpeters and singers were as 
one, to make one sound to be heard in praising and thanking the 
Lord, and when they lifted up their voice with the trumpets and 
cymbals and instruments of music, and praised the Lord, saying:“For 
He is good, For His mercy endures forever,” that the house, the house 
of the Lord, was filled with a cloud, 14 so that the priests could not 
continue ministering because of the cloud; for the glory of the Lord 
filled the house of God.


And a voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is My beloved 
Son. Hear Him!” Luke 9:35


For He received from God the Father honor and glory when such a 
voice came to Him from the Excellent Glory: “This is My beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased.” 2 Peter 1:17


             When man sinned, he fell short of the Glory of God. 		
Jesus came to bring many sons to Glory! 

FIRE: 
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. Matthew 3:11 

XDo not quench the Spirit. 1 THESSALONIANS 5:19 

The spirit of a man is the lamp of the Lord, searching all the inner 
depths of his heart. Proverbs 20:27


For You will light my lamp; The Lord my God will enlighten my 
darkness. Psalm 18:28 

God is the fire. Your spirit is the candle. He lights the candle 
so you can see where you’re going!




What about prophetic words? Should I follow 
them regardless of what I have in my own heart? 

Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do not despise prophecies. 21 Test all 
things; hold fast what is good. 1 Thessalonians 5:19-21


You should not despise them, but you should not just swallow them 
either. You should test them. See how they fit with what God has 
already put in your heart. Prophetic words should confirm what God 
has already spoken to you. If you receive a word that does not fit with 
what the Spirit has already spoken to your own heart, just put it on 
the shelf until it is proven to be right or wrong. 

Let’s examine what Paul had in his spirit about going to Jerusalem!


Acts 19:21

When these things were accomplished, Paul purposed in the Spirit, 
when he had passed through Macedonia and Achaia, to go to 
Jerusalem, saying, “After I have been there, I must also see Rome.”


Acts 19:21 (Goodspeed) After these events, Paul, under the 
Spirit's guidance, resolved to go to Jerusalem, and to revisit 
Macedonia and Greece on the way. "After I have gone there," he 
said, "I must see Rome also.”


Acts 19:21 (Williams New Testament) After these events had been 
brought to a close, Paul under the guidance of the Spirit decided 
to pass through Macedonia and Greece on his way to Jerusalem, 
saying, "After I have gone there I must see Rome too.”


Paul, after resolving that the Spirit was guiding him to go to 
Jerusalem, was in a hurry to get there by the Feast of Pentecost. 

For Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus, so that he would not 
have to spend time in Asia; for he was hurrying to be at 
Jerusalem, if possible, on the Day of Pentecost. Acts 20:16




In the following verses is the first place where anything is 
mentioned about further insights from the Spirit regarding Paul’s 
going to Jerusalem. Paul, through either the witness in his own 

spirit, or through the confirmation of other believers, now knows 
that chains and tribulations are waiting for him in Jerusalem. 

Acts 20:22-23

And see, now I go bound in the spirit to Jerusalem, not 
knowing the things that will happen to me there, 23 except 
that the Holy Spirit testifies in every city, saying that chains 
and tribulations await me.


Paul did not consider this a reason to not go. He was still 
resolved to go although he knew that a rough ride was 
waiting for him. Let’s now take a real close look at the next 
verse: 

Acts 21:4

And finding disciples, we stayed there seven days. They told 
Paul through the Spirit not to go up to Jerusalem. 

Acts 21:4 (Williams New Testament) 
So we looked up the disciples there and stayed a week with 
them. Because of impressions made by the Spirit they kept 
on warning Paul not to set foot in Jerusalem. 

The wording of the Williams New Testament of Acts 21:4 gives 
more clarity. You might say “How could the Holy Spirit lead Paul 
to go, and speak to him through other people to tell him not to 
go?” The answer, which will become more clear as we go, is that 
they picked up in their spirit the same thing that those from other 
cities were picking up about the trouble that was waiting for Paul 
in Jerusalem. The problem was that they put their own 
interpretation on it, and supposed that if trouble awaited him - 
then, he should not go.




Acts 21:10-14

And as we stayed many days, a certain prophet named Agabus 
came down from Judea. 11 When he had come to us, he took 
Paul’s belt, bound his own hands and feet, and said, “Thus 
says the Holy Spirit, ‘So shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the 
man who owns this belt, and deliver him into the hands of the 
Gentiles.’ ” 12 Now when we heard these things, both we and 
those from that place pleaded with him not to go up to 
Jerusalem. 13 Then Paul answered, “What do you mean by 
weeping and breaking my heart? For I am ready not only to be 
bound, but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord 
Jesus.” 14 So when he would not be persuaded, we ceased, 
saying, “The will of the Lord be done.”


Notice that Agabus, who was a prophet, only told Paul what was 
going to happen & not whether he should or should not go. 

Ultimately, we see that Paul was right all along. In the following 
verses, we see Jesus commending him and confirming the plan 
to have gone to Jerusalem, with the ultimate goal of going to 
Rome.  

Jesus told Paul at his conversion that he would stand before 
kings, but Paul (as far as we know) did not stand before any 
kings until after he came to Jerusalem. Paul’s going to Jerusalem 
was part of the plan. 

Acts 23:10-11

Now when there arose a great dissension, the commander, 
fearing lest Paul might be pulled to pieces by them, 
commanded the soldiers to go down and take him by force from 
among them, and bring him into the barracks. 11 But the 
following night the Lord stood by him and said, “Be of good 
cheer, Paul; for as you have testified for Me in Jerusalem, so 
you must also bear witness at Rome.”


