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Attitude towards the mind 
  1. Word & Charismatic churches think that being led by the Spirit means throwing the 

mind out 
    - Romans 12:2 "removing" the mind - Ken Stewart 
  2. Not what the Word says 
   a. God gave us our mind 
   b. Bible tells to get knowledge 
    Prov. 24:3-4: 

  “By wisdom a house is built, and by understanding it is established, 
And by knowledge the rooms are filled with precious and pleasant riches” 

c. Tells us many things to do with our mind 
3. Problem is when the mind is out of order 
 a. out of control 
 b. not being used as God intended 
 c. when our mind dominates us it is no longer a tool 
4. Many Christians struggle because their mind is not functioning in its right role 
 a. become flakey 

b. God has given us instructions and we have to follow them 
c. Mind is key to what holds us back or gets us off  God’s course 

5. Change only occurs when we do with our mind what Word says 
  
- 

A. Principal Scripture - Romans 12:1-2 
  1. Background - Ch. 1-11 all about what God has done for us out of mercy 
   a. Ch1 - gospel is the power of God to save us (1:11) 
   b. Ch1&3 - none of us measure up to God's standards on our own 
      - means that we all qualify for His grace 
   c. Ch 4- we are saved only by our faith in what God has done through Christ 
   d. Ch 5 - we stand before God in grace because we received Jesus's work 
   e. Ch 6 - because of grace, we are free from the power of sin 
   f. Ch 7&8 - what God has done for us 
    - took our condemnation 
    - conformed us to His image 
    - justified us 
    - glorified us 
    - result is He will not condemn us 
   g. Ch 9&10 - God's mercy towards Israel who has rejected Him  
    (read Rom. 11:29- 36) 
  2. Ch. 12:1  
   a. Paul appeals to us to do it because of all of this mercy 
   b. make body a living sacrifice 
  3. Verse 2 
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   a.  do not be conformed = sunchematizo 
    -  be squeezed into a mold that is not like inner nature 

- to assume an outward expression that is patterned after        
something else  

   - not from within but from without 
   b. mould = to be like the world 
   c. Satan's goal is to keep you from looking any different from the world 
    - a weak witness 
    - witness is an example 
   d. but - means do something radically different 
     - implies that without effort first half will continue 
   e. be transformed 
    - transform = meta morphoomai 
     morph - to change 
     meta - above or higher image 
     metamorphoomai = to change on the outside to reflect the inside 
     same word used in Mt 7:12 & Mk 9:2 - transfiguration of Jesus 

- be changed from what we were to who God has made us to be so that it will  
show on the outside 

   f. done only one way 
   g. result is that we are changed into God's image 
    - we will be changed into some image - either God's or world's 
    - what Paul meant - Phil: "work out your own salvation with fear & trembling" 
   h. purpose is that when we change we prove to the world the good, acceptable and 

perfect will of God 
    - the world will see God in you through the change 
 Ephesians 4:20-24 - same principal 
  1. spirit of mind - attitude of mind or way we think 
  2. we have to put on the new self 
   a. like a new suit 
   b. already belongs to us, but we have to put it on 
   c. doesn't do any good until we put it on 
  3. which has been created in righteousness - change outside into what God had done on 

the inside 
 C. Colossians 3:9-11 
  1. Vs 9 - when we were born again new creature is given 
  2. Vs. 10 - we are to renew what God did according to the image of Christ 
  3. Vs. 11 - no distinctions - all can do it 
 D. Where we all stand = between where we were when we were saved and where  
  God sees us 

God's Vision of You -  what God has done, what is available = how God sees you 



Renew Mind 2022 - Introduc2on 
3/23/22 

 A. God's perspective - different from ours 
  1. Isaiah 55:8-9: 
   "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways declares the 

Lord, for as high as the heavens are above the earth, so are My ways higher than your 
ways and My thoughts than your thoughts." 

  2. Psalms 139:17 - God's thoughts towards us are as numerous as the sands of the sea 
  3. Examples: 
   a. Gideon - Judges 6:11 
   b. Abraham - Genesis 17:4 "As for Me..." 
   c. Joshua - 6:2 "See I have given Jerico into your hands" 
  4. God sees as now what He has already done 
  5. We are to see ourselves and each other the same way 
   a. 2Cor. 5:16-17 
   b. not looking at the flesh - weaknesses 
   c. sees the new creature 
 B. What God has done - what He sees 
  1. New creature - new species of being - 2Cor. 5:17 
   a. old man has passed away 
   b. God has forgotten our past 
    - Hebrews 8:12 :  "For I will be merciful to them and remember their iniquities no 

more" 
    - Hebrews 10:17 - same 
   c. all things are made new - new things are what we cannot see 
  2. Ephesians 1:2-20 
   a. given us all spiritual blessings  
   b. redeemption - 1:7 
   c. grace - lavished on us - 1:8 
   d. obtained an inheritance - 1:11 
   e. sealed in Christ by the Spirit - 1:13 
   f. given the Spirit as a pledge - 1:14 
   g. made us alive with Christ - 2:4 (Amp) 
  3. Romans 8:29-39 
   a. planned before that we would be conformed to image of Christ - vs 29 
   b. we are His brothers 
   c. we have been chosen by God 
   d. we have been justified 
   e. we have been glorified 
   f. God is for us & no one can be against us - vs 31 
   g. He has given us everything that He has 


