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Facing the uncertainties of 2021, we need to re-establish some of the basic 
foundations of our walk with God 

2 Cor 4:6-12 Paul lists some of the pressures that he experienced in his walk 
All of this was while Paul was in the middle of God’s will for his life 

Trouble can be the result of our sin or disobedience, but 
It can come because we live in a world governed by Satan who hates God 

Vs 6 the foundation is that the God who created the universe who is in our 
spirits 
Vs 7- His life is in our mortal, natural containers - our bodies of flesh 
Vs. 8-9 lists 4 different experiences from these troubles 

Hard pressed on all sides - feels like you are being crushed by 
circumstances 
Perplexed - not sure what is happening or why 
Persecuted - felt abandoned 
Struck down - feels as If you are defeated 

2 Cor 11:22-29 lists some of these experiences 
2 Cor 12:7 - these were caused by a messenger of Satan sent to stop Paul 

Yet none of these trials or troubles had their ultimate purpose of stopping him 
These troubles felt as if they would take him out 
Hard pressed BUT not crushed 
Perplexed BUT not in despair 
Persecuted BUT not forsaken 
Struck down BUT not destroyed 
These weapons could not prevent Paul or overcome him 

We are faced with circumstances which can make us feel the same way 
They are caused by messengers of Satan to suppress us from fulfilling our 
calling 
We need to learn from Paul how he overcame 

2 Cor 4:16-18 
Vs 16 outer man vs inner man - realm of senses vs realm of the spirit 
Vs 17 - his faithfulness to Christ’s purpose, though hard in the physical realm, 
was earning him an eternal reward 

Contrast of light vs weight of glory 
Contrast momentary vs eternal (whatever time we struggle with trouble 
here is nothing compared to eternity) 

Vs 18 is the key - what are focus is on  
Look (focus & trust) not in things that our senses tell us - Sense knowledge 
Look at things which cannot be seen - spirit or revelation knowledge 
What our senses & reason tell us vs what God’s Word says 

2 Cor 5:6-7 we walk by faith and not by sight 
“Walk” refers to the basis on which we live each circumstance and day 
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Walk implies where you put your steps on what you trust your weight 
Is it on what your senses and reasoning tell you or on what God’s Word says? 
This applies to anything about which God has spoken 

Heb 10:35-39 we need faith to endure to the end 
Those justified by Christ are to live by faith - total trust of yourself on God’s 
promises 
To pull back displeases God and leads to destruction 

Heb 11:1 explains what faith is 
• Provides for things in spirit realm which we cannot detect with our senses the 

same certainty that our senses give us for things in the natural realm 
• The rest of this chapter is examples of people that have accomplished great 

things for God by learning to trust in what God has said when it contradicts 

Heb 11:6 - we cannot please God unless we learn to live by faith 

We will begin to learn how to do that and look at examples of people who have 
learned how 

In this year of uncertainty - you peace and security will come as you learn to walk 
through this year by faith 

 


