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Review - challenging and changing times. As Christian what is our response? 
We have been chosen by God to be here “for such a time as this” 
We are not called just to survive but to overcome and be Christ to this world 
Bible is clear that the only way we can do this to learn to live by faith 
2 Cor 5:7 Paul’s secret - He learned to walk (step through life) by faith & not 
sight 

Last time - general introduction to what faith is 
Heb 11:1 - it gives us the same confidence in spiritual realities that our 5 
senses give us of physical realities 
Allows us to live in this physical realm with full confidence in all God has 
provided 

Today - why it is vital (life and death) that we learn to walk/live by faith 

1. Heb 11:6 - we cannot have a relationship with God without walking by faith 
God’s ultimate purpose for our lives is to live in a real, living, continuous 
relationship 

To restore the relationship, He had with Adam before the fall 
God paid dearly to restore this relationship & eagerly seeks it with each 
of us 

We won’t come to Him unless we believe that He is really there  
It is not a mental belief that He is there - we all are able to do that 
AW Tozer, Pursuit of God 
John 17:3 - Jesus defines eternal life as knowing God the Father & Jesus Christ 

2. That He is a rewarder (answers/responds) those who “diligently seek Him” 
Takes faith to have confidence that He will respond to us 
We instinctively know that He is holy and we fall greatly short - what Adam did 
Gen 3 - after they sinned, they hid from the presence of God because of guilt & 
fear 
2 Cor 5:21 - He has given us His righteousness and taken our sin 
It takes faith to receive this with the confidence to come boldly to Him  

• Heb 10:19-23 - God has said: because Christ is our representative, we 
can come with the same boldness as He has 

• “Boldness” means openness & confidence 
• Our senses often tell us that we are still unrighteous, so we must receive 

it by faith 
3. Rewarder also refers to His place in our life as our only true God 

A god is the one we rely on for provision, protection, healing, everything we 
need 
Ex 20:1-3 the great commandment on which all else is built 
He is the Lord OUR God  

He wants to the one that we love, fear and trust Him above all others 
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“Our” speaks of a relationship of asking and receiving what we need 
Who he is requires that we do this 
All sin has its root in our looking to anyone or anything before Him 
Usually, it is self that replaces Him in that role as our God 

He wants to be the source of all we need, our: physician, provider, protector, 
identity, comfort, etc. 
Deut 8:1-19 - the lesson that He attempted to teach Israel  

He had just delivered them from Egypt & preparing them to enter 
Vs 3 He was training them to trust Him as their source  
Vs 4 He is reminding them of how well He took care of their needs 40 
years 
Vs 7-9 He is bringing them into a prosperous land 
Vs 11-18 the danger of looking to His provision as our source 

4.  Heb 10: 35-39 it allows us to persevere through the trials of life and finish our 
course 

God’s instructions for us as well as for them 
God’s eternal promises are for those who finish the will of God for their life 
Jesus makes His promises in letters to the 7 churches in Rev to those who 
overcome 
Warning to those who fall back 

5. Heb 11:3 faith allows us to have God’s perspective on reality in a world that is 
blind 

Our world is dominated by a worship of science as the answer to all issues 
God gave us the ability to understand the physical world but not to replace Him 
with it 
Rom 1:25 they worshipped the creation and not the creator 

Application: 
God will meet you where you are in your faith 
There is a danger in not progressing 
What has the Spirit spoken to you today & what decision do you need to make? 

Pursuit of God, AW Tozer, ch 4 
To most people God is an inference, not a reality. He is a deduction from 
evidence which they consider adequate, but He remains personally unknown to 
the individual. “He must be,” they say, “therefore we believe He is.” Others do 
not go even so far as this; they know of Him only by hearsay. They have never 
bothered to think the matter out for themselves, but have heard about Him 
from others, and have put belief in Him into the back of their minds along with 
various odds and ends that make up their total creed. To many others, God is 
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but an ideal, another name for goodness or beauty or truth; or He is law or life 
or the creative impulse back of the phenomena of existence. 

These notions about God are many and varied, but they who hold them have 
one thing in common: They do not know God in personal experience. The 
possibility of intimate acquaintance with Him has not entered their minds. 
While admitting His existence they do not think of Him as being knowable in 
the sense that we know things or people. 

Christians, to be sure, go further than this, at least in theory. Their creed 
requires them to believe in the personality of God and they have been taught 
to pray, “Our Father which art in heaven” (Luke 11:2). Now personality and 
fatherhood carry with them the idea of the possibility of personal 
acquaintance. This is admitted, I say, in theory, but for millions of Christians, 
nevertheless, God is no more real than He is to the non-Christian. They go 
through life trying to love an ideal and be loyal to a mere principle. 
Over against all this cloudy vagueness stands the clear scriptural doctrine that 
God can be known in personal experience. A loving Personality dominates the 
Bible, walking among the trees of the garden and breathing fragrance over 
every scene. Always a living Person is present, speaking, pleading, loving, 
working and manifesting Himself whenever and wherever His people have the 
receptivity necessary to receive the manifestation. 

The Bible assumes as a self-evident fact that men can know God with at least 
the same degree of immediacy as they know any other person or thing that 
comes within the field of their experience.


