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Review 
• Matt 7:21-23 Jesus says that it is not enough to call Him Lord. There has to be a 

heart to live for the Father’s will.  
• John 15:9-13 - Jesus simplifies for them what the will of the Father is 

Mr. Rogers - “Who Are the People in Your Neighborhood?” 

Luke 10:25-37  
Vs 25-28 

Lawyer asks THE question -  
• The ultimate issue in life - how do I receive eternal life? 
• Lawyer is just testing Him - not sincerely looking for truth 

Jesus’s answer - what God has commanded 
• He is showing the lawyer that he already knows the answer 
• Matthew’s account - Matt 22:34-40, Jesus states that all the 

commandments are based on these two 
Jesus’s simple answer is to obey the commandment 

Vs 29 instead of simple obedience, the lawyer tried to justify what he wanted to do 
by asking what the boundaries are of who we are to love and how much - surely there 
is a limit to this 

Cf. Jesus command to lay down our lives for each other 
He is looking at himself and limiting what it may cost - in care, money, energy, 
time, etc. 
He is protecting his life instead of laying it down 

Vs 30-35 Jesus uses parable of Good Samaritan 
The characters - chosen purposefully by Jesus 

Priest - they were chosen by God to represent Him to His people 
Levite - from tribe chosen by God to minister to Him and set aside by 
God 
Samaritan - mixed race (Jew/gentile) - looked at by Jews as second class 

Both the priest & Levite saw the man in need, but chose to go about their 
business 

The man was not their neighbor 
Had good excuse - they were serving God 

Samaritan - cared more for the injured man than his time, money or 
convenience 

His eyes were on the man’s need, not his limitations 
He was laying down his life - obeying the commandment 

Vs 36-37 - the lawyer shows that he already knew the answer 
Jesus ends with what He said at  the beginning - now go and DO IT 

Matt 25:31-46 - the end of Jesus’s discourse on THAT DAY - telling them to be ready 
Vs 31-33 this will be time of gathering together to separate sheep from goats 

Sheep are those who belong to Him 
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Goats are those who do not belong to Him 
Theologians debate whether this is based on treatment of Israel or not. 
For our purposes this is not important 

Vs 32-46 Jesus identifies our caring for one another as our caring for or lack of 
it for Him 
C.f.  Acts 9:4 - Jesus asks Paul “why are you persecuting Me?” 

1 Cor 11:28-30 many were weak, sick & some died because they did not rightly 
recognize the Lord’s body. 

Means that the bread represents His bod 
Paul’s real message was that they were not treating each other as part of 
Christ’s body 

The Cost of Discipleship, Bonhoeffer, ch.2 
“And the final question ‘Who is my neighbor?’ is the parting shot of despair (or else of 
self-confidence); the lawyer is trying to justify his disobedience. The answer is: ‘You 
are the neighbor. Go along and try to be obedient by loving others.’ Neighborliness is 
not a quality in other people, it is simply their claim on ourselves. Every moment and 
every situation challenges us to action and to obedience. We have literally no time to 
sit down and ask ourselves whether so-and-so is our neighbor or not. We must get into 
action and obey – we must behave like a neighbor to him. But perhaps this shocks you. 
Perhaps you still think you ought to think out beforehand and know what you ought to 
do. To that there is only one answer. You can only know and think about it by actually 
doing it. You can only learn what obedience is by obeying. It is no use asking 
questions; for it is only through obedience that you come to learn the truth.” 

When we choose to step across the boundaries we have set up - lay down our lives - 
the life and power of the vine that is in us begins to flow and His life flows through us 

John 15:9-13 

Application:  
Can I recognize in me the boundaries I set up limiting who and how far I am 
willing to go to care for? 
Am I honestly willing to allow the Holy Spirit to lead me to cross the boundaries 
I have set up, 


