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Review - looking at what is behind the curtain of this world and the issues of our lives 

Our natural lives are lived within realm of our physical senses 
There is a greater reality beyond our senses that is behind much in our world 
and lives 
Last week saw examples in Bible of peeks behind this curtain 

Elisha’s servant “seeing” that the Syrian army was surrounded by God’s 
arm 
Jesus said it was a spirit behind the woman bent over for 18 years 
Paul: our warfare is not with people but with spirits operating through 
them 

Purpose was for us to begin to see a bigger picture than we normally see 

Today - take a peek behind the curtain at the eternity that awaits us 

Our lives - the values we have, the goals we set, the decisions we make, the time we 
spend are all based on the perspective we have on this life 

If this life is all there is and there are not eternal results for our lives, it 
changes our life 

“Eat, drink and be merry, for tomorrow we die” 
The goal of life is to have the most fun and get the most out of it 
“He who dies with the most toys wins” 

Most of us would never believe this way, but are we not living as if this were 
true? 

Eccl 2:4-11 - vision of Solomon of life after he had backslidden 
1 Kings 4:29-30 God gave him greatest wisdom on the earth 
Solomon did not obey this wisdom and backslid 
Eccles. describes the fruit of this wisdom apart from the perspective of 
eternity 
Describes all his efforts to get the most out of life, but at the end it was all 
vanity 
He had invested his life in this life only with no view of the eternal one 

1 Cor 15:19 Paul - if we hope in this life only, we are above to be pitied. 

Bible teaches us that behind the curtain of this life is an eternal life which we will all 
face 
Heb 9:27-28 - appointed for every person to die 

Threshold reality of eternity is which of these destinations is yours. 
The destination totally determines the impact eternity has on you 
Deal with wrong destination at the end 

For those who are in Christ, the Bible tells us what we need to know 

1. Gives us God’s perspective on what is happening from the end result 
• God is ultimately in control - He is able to tell us now what the end will be 
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1 Thess 5 - Paul tells them about the suddenness of Christ’s return & 
what is to happen 
Vs 11 he says to comfort one another with the knowledge that God is in 
control f the future 

• Ps 73 - he was angry and confused at how evil and ungodliness prospered, until 
he remembered the eternal end of their lives 

2. Despite whatever happens, God’s hand, faithfulness and love are greater 
Rom 8:28 - God does not cause all things, but He is bigger than whatever 
happens and can use it for our good 
Rom 8:31-39 God’s love is always there watching over us 

3. When we live with our vision on eternity, it gives us focus that will strengthen us to 
go through the hard times, to finish our life with peace and joy 

2 Cor 4:8-18 - it was not Paul’s strength that brought him through but his view 
of eternity 

Vs 8&9- no matter what the pressure from this world, it could not 
ultimately stop him 
Vs 10-12 His view of eternity allowed him to serve them at the cost of 
his life 
Vs 13-15 faith in the eternal future allowed Paul to be victorious 
Vs 16-18 Paul’s secret - His view was on eternity and its reward 
Contrasts what is on this side of the curtain with what is on the other 
side 

This side is temporary - that side is for ever 
This side is “light” compared with “weight of glory” 

Contrast the reality of this side with infinitely greater of 
eternity 
e.g. C.S. Lewis - “The Great Divorce” 

2 Cor 5:1-8 - what Paul kept in view as his hope and goal 
John 14:1-3 Jesus reassures His disciples that there is a better home for them 
as comfort 

4. Motivates us to stay on course, to be faithful to what He has given us to do 
2 Cor 5:9-11 - understand that we will give an accounting for what we have 
done here 
1 Cor 3:9-15 - this judgment for those  in Christ for our rewards for work done 
for Him 

Refers to our faithful work with Him to build His kingdom 
Christ must be the foundation - not anything or anyone else 

Not side issues or our pet cause, but who Christ is and why He 
came 
Matt 16:18 on the foundation of who Christ is He will build His 
church 

Story of young man who asked me how to live life. 
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Eternity for those who are not in Christ - also forever 

Their destination is described as Gehenna - refers to the ever-burning refuse 
dump outside of Jerusalem 
It is eternal with no hope of ending or rescue 
It is inevitable - everyone will die and leave this realm 
Described as constant weeping and gnashing of teeth 

In either case, we are living each day on the edge of this eternity and that fact should 
govern our lives. 


