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Review the aspects of God we have seen 
LORD = the self-existent one – everything comes from Him 
God – the source of our provision, protection 
Almighty god – the one who is infinitely more than enough 
He is our co-laborer with us in carrying out His purposes 
He reveals to us what He knows we need to know about Him 

Today look at side of God that church has lost sight of and that is vital to our life 
Before God commissioned His people to represent Him, He often revealed part of 
Himself 

Is 6:1-9 – before God commissions Isaiah to speak for Him, He gives Him a glimpse of 
Himself 

The overwhelming impression is the absolute holiness of God 
Isaiah’s uncontrolled response was to be repulsed by his own unholiness 

We can’t truly know our sinfulness until we see His purity 
e.g. compare on “old” white shirt with a bright new one 

Once Isaiah sees his uncleanness, God cleanses him and prepares him for 
service 

Israel coming out of Egypt – God had to reintroduce Himself to His own covenant 
people 

They had just come from 430 years as slaves in a country of over 2000 gods 
Ex 19:3-6 – His purpose was to make them a holy people for His own 
Ex 19:10-18 – they had to be prepared to meet with a holy God 

He was not scaring them, but showing them who He is so they would 
follow Him 

Ex 20:20 – God wanted them to reverence His holiness so they would not sin 

God living among His people in the wilderness. 
He had Moses organize the camp around a tabernacle in the middle of the camp 

Tabernacle – a dwelling place 
God chose to dwell in a physical way in the middle of the camp. 
He wanted them to learn to reverence and follow Him 

The Tabernacle – God dwelling among His people 
A courtyard which separated the camp from what went on inside 

White linen wall open to the sky – high enough so could not see 
inside 
Inside the animal sacrifices were preformed 
The people could not see, but could smell and see the smoke 

The Tabernacle – covered tent with two rooms inside 
▪ Covered with layers of different cloth – inner clothe woven with 

gold thread 
▪ First room – the Holy Place 
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• Incense burned on a gold altar 
• Lit by a solid gold candle stick 
• Table of unleavened bread where priests ate – communion 
• Everything covered with pure gold  

▪ Inner room – Holy of Holies 
• Ark of the covenant – some manna, Aarons rod & tablets of 

law 
• Covered by “mercy seat” – solid gold with two figures of 

two angles 
• God’s presence dwelt between them  
• This room lit only by the presence of God 

▪ From outside – a pillar of fire came out of the top by night & 
cloud by day 

▪ God led Israel through the wilderness by this presence 
▪ Only the High Priest bringing the blood of the sacrifice could enter 

– once/year, having gone through a specific ritual – or he died 
He was getting into their senses an awareness that their God was holy 

Heb 12:18-24 – in the NT, we come to a different encounter with God 
Vs 18-21 reminds them what they experienced in the encounter at Sinai 
Vs 22-24 – we have a different encounter because we have a new covenant 
through Christ 

Zion refers to Jerusalem where David erected a different dwelling place 
for God 
It is a heavenly place, not a physical mountain 
Presence of angels 
Presence of the church – those made just before God 
We have a mediator to join us to this holy God 
This is the church today –  
Heb 10:19-20 – because of Christ, we can come boldly to a throne of 
grace without fear 

Heb 12:25-29 but though we have a different relationship, there is a warning to not 
forget who this God is who we now call Father 

Vs 25 a warning if we disregard what He says to us 
Vs 26 He is still the same God of Sinai 
Vs 27 there will come a day of separation of all that came from a Holy God 
from what we have built ourselves 
Vs 28-29 – because He is a holy God, how should we respond 

Next week, we will look at His Holiness to see it more clearly 

Few observations 
AW Tozer: the early church and the church of prior generations were God 
centered, but the church of today is man centered 
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o God exists for the benefit of man – we study how much God loves us and 
what He has done for us 

o When we see who God is, we become a God centered church –  
▪ We exist for Him – to love and honor Him 
▪ We’re more concerned of what He wants than Him knowing what 

we want 
You can know that you have a glimpse of His Holiness by your reaction 

You cannot grasp His Holiness without being confronted by your 
uncleanness 
Everyone I can think of who experienced it, fell down in His presence 
You cannot be casual in the presence of His Holiness 


