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Intro - It seems as if we are living in a world that has gone crazy 

Our world can seem threatening to us or at least confusing and disorienting. 
Are we just victims of what is going on and just have to ride it out? 
How can we understand what is happening and what are we to do? 

Wizard of Oz - Toto pulls back the curtain to reveal what is really behind the wizard 
What appeared to be so powerful, and threatening was not the reality 
When they saw what was behind the curtain, the fear left 

This Present Darkness, Frank Peretti - shows effect of spirits on the people and events 
of a town 

Purpose was to awake us to the power and importance of our prayers 
The fate of the town and greater was determined by the prayers of the saints 

Eph 6:10-13 -  
We are in a warfare - Paul making clear who is our enemy 
We are not really wrestling with an enemy we can see 
His device is deceit - wiles of the devil 
He wants us to fight the wrong enemy and use fleshly weapons 

2 Kings 6:14-17 - Spirit had been showing Elisha the king’s strategy 
The servant panicked because of the physical threat he saw - was real 
Elisha knew that there was a bigger picture 
Asked God to open servant’s “eyes” to see what was really there - pull back 
curtain 
The horses & chariots of fire were already there when the servant saw them 
God’s promises to keep us and surround us 

Psalm 34:7 angel of Lord encamps around those who fears Him and 
delivers  
Psalm 91:9-10 HE shall give His angles charge over you to keep you 

Luke 13:10-16 - Jesus knew that it was a spirit that had kept her bound for 18 years 
The physical condition was likely a form of arthritis 
Jesus dealt with the spiritual reality behind it 

Heb 11:3 - the source of creation was from behind the curtain 
The things that are seen = this natural, physical realm 
Created out of the realm we cannot see 
Why it takes faith to understand creation 

Rev 1:9-19 - the vision of the end 
Vs 10 - John was “in the Spirit” on the Lord’s Day - more conscious of spirit 
than body 
Saw Jesus in His present glory 
Vs 17 reaction was to fall, down and worship 
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It was an involuntary reaction to seeing His glory 
Contrast with John 13 where John laid his head on Jesus’ chest at last 
supper 

Vs 18 I have the “keys” of Hades and death 
Keys speak of authority over 
Hades - place of the dead - the unseen world 

Vs 19 the rest of the letter is a revelation of what is to come 

Why is important to understand “what’s behind the curtain?” 

1. There is a bigger picture to what is going on in the world and in our lives. 
2. Will help us not to react based on what we see or hear but learn to respond based 
on what God says about each situation. 
3. Learn that we are in warfare and to use God’s weapons against the right enemy. 
4. Realize that the church has a role to play in the drama that is unfolding. 

Acts 20:28-31 Paul’s farewell to leaders of Ephesian church 
Warning them that wolves would come in - not 4 legged wolves 
Warning of a spiritual attack to devour the church 

Eph 6:10-13 perhaps it was this threat for which he wanted to “pull back the curtain” 
so they would be prepared to fight the right battle and win 

What issues in your life now are you looking at and fighting for from the perspective 
of this world? 

What issues in the world today are you looking at and reacting to from a human 
perspective? 

What difference would it make if you looked for the spiritual issues that may be 
operating behind the curtain?


