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1 Cor 5:7 We walk by faith and not by sight 
Began this year learning that as Christians we are called to live, survive and prosper in 
times of uncertainty 

We have been promised things from God that are certain, but we need to learn 
how to walk in them 
In this time of uncertainty, it is the steadfastness of God’s people that will 
shine as a witness to His love, His power and His glory 
These can only be seen in the world through us 
It is only as we learn to walk by faith that we can do this 

What is faith? 
Background to understanding what it is any why it is vital 

Two realms of existence - natural & spirit 
Natural - your body, knowledge of this realm is only through your 5 senses 
Spirit - realm we can’t detect with our senses, more real, eternal, realm God 
exists in 

Heb 11:1 - it takes the place of our 5 senses in relating to the spirit realm 
A. Substance - what gives you assurance that something exists and is real 

E.g., taking steps as we walk from last week’s message 
Our physical senses verify for us that something in natural realm has 
substance 

Our physical senses cannot do the same for the spirit realm 
Give us the same assurance that spirit realities are really there as our 
senses do 
“Substance” - GK= hupostasis - literally to stand under something, 
support it 
Root of the word is medical & refers to sediment which settles out of 
liquid  

Why faith is so critical - there are spiritual realities and beings affecting 
everything in this natural world and without faith we live blind to them 

Same as driving home with your eyes closed 
B. Evidence - in a court what serves to prove the existence of a fact the jury 
did not witness with their own eyes (senses) 

Takes the place of their senses in establishing that a fact is really true 
Why rules of evidence govern closely what can be admitted as evidence 

C. Substance of things “hoped for” - refers to promises in the future which 
need confidence will really happen or be there for us 
D. Evidence of things we cannot see (detect with our 5 senses) 

How does this apply for us in our walk through uncertainties? 
God makes promises to us to protect us, heal us, provide for us and assurance of 
where we will be after death 

We can’t see, touch or hear God with our senses, so how do we know He is 
really there 
We can’t see the protection, healing, provision or future with our senses 
Yet to receive them, we have to act as if we knew they were true 
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Faith is what gives us the same certainty we would have if we could see with 
our eyes 
Actually, a greater certainty - our memory of what we see fades because it is 
outside 
What we “see” with eye of faith is in our spirit 

Heb 11:6 - we can understand why it takes faith to please God 
Have to have confidence that He is really there and 
That He is there to answer, reward and do what He has promised 
As a result, we will come to Him - That is what pleases Him 

Examples of people that walked by faith 

Noah - Heb 11:7 
God spoke to him and warned him of the flood to come and told him to build 
ark 
There was no physical evidence to believe that it would flood - except God’s 
word 
He worked on the ark for 100 years with no evidence - he acted on God’s word 
By doing so, he saved his own family and was deemed righteous by God 
He was “saved” by faith in God’s promise 

Abraham - Heb 11:8 
God spoke to him to leave his home to go to a place God would show him when 
he got there 
He had no physical evidence of where it would be, if he would be safe or his 
needs met 
Yet, he obeyed not knowing 
As a result God was able to bless him and all of the rest of us through him 

Abraham - Heb 11:17-19  
God told him to sacrifice Isaac - the son God required him to believe God for 
Abraham’s faith may have shifted to his son and away from God’s promise 
He obeyed, confident that God will still fulfill his promise, even if He had to 
raise him from the dead 
We all have benefited from his faith - Jesus is the fruit of his obedience 

Peter - Matt 14:22-33 
Jesus spoke the word “come” 
Peter acted on Jesus’ word and did what for man is impossible 
Peter was safer on the water in a storm, trusting in Jesus’ word than the other 
11 
Even when Peter’s faith failed, Jesus was there to rescue him and bring him in 
He challenged Peter - “Why did you doubt?” 
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We must learn to walk (trust in and rely on) God’s Word and not what our senses and 
mind tell us 
 What challenges have you had in 2020 where you were affected more by what your 
senses were telling you than God’s Word 

Next time - what faith is not and how to develop it 


