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John 1:14 - the Christmas story from God’s perspective 
The Word - God communicating Himself through a person who expresses all of 
Him 
Always existed with God and was equal with God 
All of creation made through the Word 

Today - the powerful significance that this Word became a human being yet still God 
Theological them - “incarnation” 

God physically became a human being - He was fully a human yet fully God 
This is so critical that it is the basis of most of the heresies - where Satan attacks to 
destroy 

They either deny that God became a real human 
Gnosticism - that matter is so unholy, that God could not actually touch 
it 
Docetism - His body was not really human, just had the appearance of 
human 
Much of John’s writings were to disprove this 

Or they deny that He was really God and equal with God 
Arianism - He is God but has not always existed as God 
Most of world religions recognize Jesus as a great person but deny He is 
God 

God totally followed the process by which we all become human beings 
He could have just appeared “out of nowhere” 
His will was to identify so totally with us that He became totally one of us 
He completely identified with our human life 

Is 7:14 - foretold that God would come through a virgin birth 
A sign that His birth was supernatural - from God - not humanly possible 
The identity came through the male seed 
Had to be clear that this was an act of God  
His name called to be “Immanuel” = God with us  

Luke 1:26-35 - Gabriel announces to Mary how this was to happen 
God’s seed through the Holy Spirit was to be sown into her womb and joined to 
the egg that came from her physical body 
Holy Spirit would “overshadow” her 
His physical attributes came from Mary and His spiritual life came from God 
God gave Him his human name: Joshua (Heb Yehoshua) = Jehovah saves 

The Word emptied Himself of all of His divine glory and attributes 
Phil 2:5-8 - “emptied” - GK = KENO - to empty out of contents - set aside  
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His nature was still divine, but His power and glory that was His own, He set 
aside 
John 17:4-5 - He asks to have the Father return to Him this original glory - 
what set aside 
Phil. 2:8 - “appearance of man” refers to His physical body which was like ours 
For 30 years grew up and lived as a righteous man 
Only when He was baptized with the Holy Spirit did He do miracles -  

His body was just like ours, with one difference 
Heb 4:15-16 He could be tempted in every way just as we can 
Our temptations come at us through our flesh just as His did 
Difference: our nature came through our male seed which traces back to Adam 
We inherited a tendency to sin - did not have the ability to overcome 
He inherited His Father’s nature 
Analogy of tires out of alignment 

What does this tell us about God? 

1. The enormity of how far He was willing to condescend to redeem us 
The baby was totally dependent on a young couple to care for and to raise 
For the first time God was subject to limitations of time, space 

He was subject to the same physical needs we are 
Needed rest, food etc. 

He was subject to the same temptations as we are 
Heb 4:15-16 - qualifies Him to be a merciful representative for us before 
God 
He can understand our struggles 
Yet He never gave in to them 

2. God’s love saves and redeems us by taking on Himself our sin and the full weight of 
the curse and burden that comes with it, so He can bear it away for us 

• His love takes our offense against Him, on Himself, so He can pay for it for 
those who offended and rejected Him 

• Eph 3:14-19 - This love is so far outside our thinking that it takes the Spirit to 
show us 

• 1 Cor 2:7-8 - It is so far beyond “normal” thought that Satan nor the world’s 
rulers could see it coming 

3.  He had to become a human so He could experience death for us 
As God, He could not die and only death could pay for our sin 
He had to be fully human so He could experience the rejection that we 
deserved from God 
He bore the full weight of the world’s sin and the curse which flows from it on 
Himself for us 
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Heb 2:10-18 
Is 53:1-12 


