
 THE GOSPEL 

I. WHAT IS THE GOSPEL

1. The word gospel means “good news.” 

(a)The word Gospel is mentioned 101 times in the NT.
(b)This Gospel was prophesied by the prophet Isaiah.

Isaiah 52:7 (NKJV)
7How beautiful upon the mountains Are the feet of him who 
brings good news, Who proclaims peace, Who brings glad 
tidings of good things, Who proclaims salvation, Who says to 
Zion, “Your God reigns!” (Romans 10:15)

Luke 4:18–19 (NKJV)
18“The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, Because He has anointed 
Me To preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal 
the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives And 
recovery of sight to the blind, To set at liberty those who are 
oppressed; 
19To proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.” (Is. 61.1)

Luke 4:21 (NKJV)
21And He began to say to them, “Today this Scripture is 
fulfilled in your hearing.”

2. Christ is the Gospel 
(a)  He came to provide forgiveness of sins for all who will 

believe.

(b)The Good News of the Gospel doesn’t make sense to the 

world unless they understand the Bad News of sin.

Romans 3:23 (NKJV)
23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
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(c)Unless we all understand the seriousness of sin, we won’t 
think that the Gospel is necessary.

(d)Those who reject Christ will not only die physically but will 
undergo a “second death,” which the Bible describes as 
an eternal lake of fire 

(e)This is an eternal separation from God found in the 
book of Revelations.


Revelation 20:14–15 (NKJV)
14Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. 
This is the second death. 
15And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was 
cast into the lake of fire.

(f) Jesus makes reference to an eternal punishment in 
Mt.25:46.

Matthew 25:46 (NKJV)
46And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but 
the righteous into eternal life.”

(g)The good news is that, because of His love for the world, 
God has made a way for man to be forgiven from sin 
and freed from the penalty or punishment for sin.(John 
3:16). 


(h)The bible says that Jesus is the only One in whom 
salvation can be found. 

Acts 4:12 (NLT)
12There is salvation in no one else! God has given no other 
name under heaven by which we must be saved.”

(i) But the Gospel is unattractive to our modern culture. 

II. The Significance of the Gospel
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1. This Gospel is so essential because it saves lives
2.People are dying and headed to hell
3. People are drowning in sin and helpless and cannot save 

themselves.
4. We have the way… the cure to prevent that from 

happening. 
5.This is why Gospel is so significant, especially for such a 

time as this.  

1 Corinthians 15:1–3 (NLT)
1Let me now remind you, dear brothers and sisters, of the 
Good News I preached to you before. You welcomed it then, 
and you still stand firm in it. 
2It is this Good News that saves you if you continue to 
believe the message I told you—unless, of course, you 
believed something that was never true in the first place. 
3I passed on to you what was most important and what had 
also been passed on to me. Christ died for our sins, just as 
the Scriptures said. 

6. Two things we learn from Paul about this Gospel:
(a)It is able to save lives.
(b)It is the most important news that you can pass on to 

someone.

1 Corinthians 15:3-4 (NLT)
3I passed on to you what was most important and what had 
also been passed on to me. Christ died for our sins, just 
as the Scriptures said. 
4He was buried, and he was raised from the dead on 
the third day, just as the Scriptures said.

(c)That is the Gospel in a nutshell; Jesus died for our sins, 
was buried, and was then raised from the dead.
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(d) By Christ taking our sins upon Himself…

5. Christ took upon Himself the consequences of, or punishment 
for, our sins. 

6. Those who are saved by hearing the Gospel are sealed with 
the Holy Spirit

Ephesians 1:13–14 (NKJV)
13In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, 
the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having believed, 
you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, 
14who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the 
redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of 
His glory.

(a)In the ancient world the owner announced his ownership by 
attaching his seal to his possessions. 

(b)This word “seal” indicates security, it indicates identification 
of ownership.

Ephesians 4:30 (AMP)
30And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God [do not offend or 
vex or sadden Him], by Whom you were sealed (marked, 
branded as God’s own, secured) for the day of redemption 
(of final deliverance through Christ from evil and the 
consequences of sin).

(c)This “day of redemption” Paul mentions here is the believer’s 
ultimate, final release from the presence of sin 

(d)The Holy Spirit was God’s authentication to the world that that 
we belong to God
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(e)Every believer are sealed at the moment they hear and 
believe the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Ephesians 1:13 (NKJV)
13In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, 
the gospel of your salvation; in whom also, having 
believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, 

(f) God is the One who seals, Christ is the means in which the 
seal is done, and the Holy Spirit is the instrument of the 
seal.

7. The Holy Spirit is God’s guarantee

Ephesians 1:14 (NKJV)
14who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the 
redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of His

(a)The word guarantee was used in ancient times to describe 
a down payment.

(b)A down payment is a promise by the buyer that he would 
complete the transaction and pay the full amount at 
some point. 

(c)In the same way, the Holy Spirit is God’s guarantee that 
we will receive the fullness of everything He’s 
promised us. 

(d)The Holy Spirit is the first payment, the first installment of 
all the heavenly blessings that is our inheritance

(e) The seal and the guarantee are the results of hearing and 
believing the gospel;
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Colossians 1:5–6 (NKJV)
5because of the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, of 
which you heard before in the word of the truth of the 
gospel, 
6which has come to you, as it has also in all the world, 
and is bringing forth fruit, as it is also among you since the 
day you heard and knew the grace of God in truth;

(f) Those who don't know Christ will not have an inheritance 
waiting for them?

Ephesians 5:5 (NKJV)
5For this you know, that no fornicator, unclean person, nor 
covetous man, who is an idolater, has any inheritance in 
the kingdom of Christ and God.

(g)Do we understand why this Gospel is so important to 
the world?

8. But how can anyone hear the gospel if there is no one 
who is willing to go out and share this Good News?

III. THE POWER OF THE GOSPEL 

1. When Rome accomplished something great, it would send  
heralds who were official messengers into the cities to 
proclaim the “good news”.

2. We are called to represent Christ to the world as 
Ambassadors.

2 Corinthians 5:18-20 (NKJV)
18Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself 
through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of 
reconciliation, 
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19that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to 
Himself, not imputing their trespasses to them, and has 
committed to us the word of reconciliation.
20Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God 
were pleading through us: we implore you on Christ’s behalf, 
be reconciled to God.

3. An Ambassador is an official representative of one country to 
another. 

4. Paul asks the question, how can the world hear the good 
news if no one is willing to go and proclaim this good news?

Romans 10:14–15 (NLT)
14But how can they call on him to save them unless they 
believe in him? And how can they believe in him if they have 
never heard about him? And how can they hear about him 
unless someone tells them? 
15And how will anyone go and tell them without being sent? 
That is why the Scriptures say, “How beautiful are the feet of 
messengers who bring good news!”

5. Philip was an example, being led by the Spirit of God to bring 
the Gospel to an Ethiopian Eunuch.

Acts 8:29–31 (NKJV)
29Then the Spirit said to Philip, “Go near and overtake this 
chariot.” 
30So Philip ran to him, and heard him reading the prophet 
Isaiah, and said, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 
31And he said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” 
And he asked Philip to come up and sit with him.

Acts 8:35 (NKJV)
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35Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning at this 
Scripture, preached Jesus to him.

(a)The Eunuch was saved when he said “I believe that 
Jesus Christ is the Son of God” and was then baptized.

(b)But all of this would not have been possible if there 
hadn’t been a messenger and with a message.

6. We are often called to be Ambassadors in every situations, 
but especially in difficult ones.

7. Paul preached the gospel during dangerous and difficult 
times.

Ephesians 6:19–20 (NLT)
19And pray for me, too. Ask God to give me the right words so 
I can boldly explain God’s mysterious plan that the Good 
News is for Jews and Gentiles alike. 
20I am in chains now, still preaching this message as 
God’s ambassador. So pray that I will keep on speaking 
boldly for him, as I should.

Colossians 4:3–4 (NLT)
3Pray for us, too, that God will give us many opportunities to 
speak about his mysterious plan concerning Christ. That is 
why I am here in chains. 
4Pray that I will proclaim this message as clearly as I should.

Philippians 1:12–14 (NLT)
12And I want you to know, my dear brothers and sisters, that 
everything that has happened to me here (prison) has helped 
to spread the Good News. 
13For everyone here, (prison) including the whole palace 
guard, knows that I am in chains because of Christ. 
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14And because of my imprisonment, most of the believers 
here have gained confidence and boldly speak God’s 
message without fear.

IV.  THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING A WITNESS 

1. This is why it is so vital that we be witnesses for the Lord.
2. Paul believed that the Gospel had the power to save lives 

which is why he made this statement

Romans 1:16 (NKJV)
16For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is 
the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, 
for the Jew first and also for the Greek.

3. We’ve been equipped to become effective witnesses for the 
Lord.

Acts 1:8 (NKJV)
8But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

4. And we have been called to be Witnesses for the Lord no 
matter what the circumstances or the risks are.
(a)Paul’s determination to share the Gospel:

2 Corinthians 6:4–5 (NLT)
4In everything we do, we show that we are true ministers 
of God. We patiently endure troubles and hardships and 
calamities of every kind. 
5We have been beaten, been put in prison, faced angry 
mobs, worked to exhaustion, endured sleepless nights, and 
gone without food. 
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2 Corinthians 6:8 (NLT)
8We serve God whether people honor us or despise us, 
whether they slander us or praise us. We are honest, but 
they call us impostors.

5. Paul showed tremendous courage and perseverance in 
bringing the Gospel no matter what the circumstances were.

6. We are not to be Ashamed of this Gospel

Mark 8:38 (NKJV)
38For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this 
adulterous and sinful generation, of him the Son of Man 
also will be ashamed when He comes in the glory of His 
Father with the holy angels.”

1 Peter 4:17–18 (NKJV)
17For the time has come for judgment to begin at the house 
of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the end 
of those who do not obey the gospel of God? 
18Now “If the righteous one is scarcely saved, Where will 
the ungodly and the sinner appear?”
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