
Resurrection Day 2021 
How Far He Came for You 

Today we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord - His victory over death, sin and 
Satan for us 

We believe that He died to pay for our sins and was raised for newness of life 
But there is much more that He did that shows how far His love for was willing 
to go 

The expression of His love for us began in Bethlehem - Christmas 
At Christmas we looked at how far Jesus came to rescue us 
Jn 1:14 - God (the Word) took on human flesh and lived among us as one of us 
He referred to Himself often as the “Son of Man” - He was fully human and yet 
God 
Rom 8:3 - God sent Him in the “likeness” of our flesh - means “made one with 
or identified with” 
Heb 2:10-11 & 14-18 

Theological term for this likeness is “identification” 
Def: “to conceive of as united with or to be the same as another” 
Your driver license serves as your identification when you travel 

Verifies that you are the same person named on your ticket 
Check your picture to match your face - they look the same 

Identity theft - when someone steals whatever you have that identifies you as 
you  

Your SSN or password 
Makes your online bank believe that they are you 

E.g. a missionary to a foreign people. To relate to them, he wears their clothes, 
learn and use their language, adopts their customs. He becomes one of them, 
yet he still remains who he is. He does this to know them and bring them to 
where he is.  

Jesus came as the Son of God to totally identify with us: 
1. In His birth - His entrance into the human race was same as ours 
2. In dealing with temptations to sin and to resist Satan 

Matt 4:1 He was led by the Spirit to be tempted by Satan 
Heb 4:15-16 He was tempted as we are, yet He never yielded to it 

3. In bearing the curse we are under and its full consequences - fear, sickness, death 
separation from God 

2 Cor 5:21 - He didn’t just pay for our sin, He became like one of us in our sin 
In His trial, scourging and crucifixion, He experienced the full brunt of the 
curse we earned 

Is 53:3 He was despised and rejected of men 
Is 52:14 - His appearance was so marred; he did not appear human 
He was rejected by God  - “My God why have you forsaken Me?” 

Gal 3:13 He redeemed us by becoming our curse for us 
Deut 21:18-23 - the body of someone executed for capital crime hung 
on a tree 
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Made their shame and death public 
Verses before - a rebellious son was to be executed and hung on a tree 

We were born into this curse caused by our rebellion against God 
We were that rebellious son sentenced to death 
Eph 2:1-3 - we were dead in our sins and by nature children of God’s 
wrath 
Our rebellion is the assertion of self and our rights against who God is 
and His authority as God 
God’s righteous judgment for our rebellion was born by Christ because 
He became our curse for us 

Cost of Discipleship, D. Bonhoeffer, Ch. Discipleship and the Cross: 
Jesus prays to his Father that the cup may pass from him, and his Father 
hears his prayer; for the cup of suffering will indeed pass from him - but 
only by his drinking it. That is the assurance he receives as he kneels for 
the second time in the garden of Gethsemane that suffering will indeed 
pass as he accepts it. That is the only path to victory. The cross is his 
triumph over suffering. That is why he takes upon himself the suffering 
of the whole world, and in doing so proves victorious over it. He bears 
the whole burden of man’s separation from God, and in the very act of 
drinking the cup he causes it to pass over him. He sets out to overcome 
the suffering of the world, and so he must drink it to the dregs. Either 
the world must bear the whole burden and collapse beneath it, or it 
must fall on Christ to be overcome in him. He therefore suffers 
vicariously for the world. 

Abide In Christ - Thoughts On The Blessed Life Of Fellowship With The Son of 
God 
Andrew Murray. Ch 11, The Crucified One:  

On the Cross the Son of God enters into the fullest union with man—
enters into the fullest experience of what it says to have become a son 
of man, a member of a race under the curse. It is in death that the 
Prince of life conquers the power of death; it is in death alone that He 
can make me partaker of that victory  1

He identified with our curse, suffering, death and separation from God so that He 
might win a victory over them for us 

We can only share His victory He won for us by our identifying with Him in His victory. 
The place where we join Him must start at the cross. Murray continues: 

 Murray, A. (1895). Abide in Christ: Thoughts on the Blessed Life of Fellowship with 1

the Son of God (p. 89). Philadelphia: Henry Altemus.

https://ref.ly/logosres/abidemurray?ref=Page.p+89&off=701&ctx=the+place+of+union.+~On+the+Cross+the+Son
https://ref.ly/logosres/abidemurray?ref=Page.p+89&off=701&ctx=the+place+of+union.+~On+the+Cross+the+Son
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Christ came and took my place; I must put myself in His place, and abide there. 
And there is but one place which is both His and mine,—that place is the Cross. 
His in virtue of His free choice; mine by reason of the curse of sin. He came 
there to seek me; there alone I can find Him. When He found me there, it was 
the place of cursing; this He experienced, for ‘cursed is every one that hangeth 
on a tree.’ He made it a place of blessing; this I experience, for Christ hath 
delivered us from the curse, being made a curse for us. When Christ comes in 
my place, He remains what He was, the beloved of the Father; but in the 
fellowship with me He shares my curse and dies my death. When I stand in His 
place, which is still always mine, I am still what I was by nature, the accursed 
one, who deserves to die; but as united to Him, I share His blessing, and 
receive His life. When He came to be one with me He could not avoid the 
Cross, for the curse always points to the Cross as its end and fruit. And when I 
seek to be one with Him, I cannot avoid the Cross either, for nowhere but on 
the Cross are life and deliverance to be found. As inevitably as my curse 
pointed Him to the Cross as the only place where He could be fully united to 
me, His blessing points me to the Cross too as the only place where I can be 
united to Him. He took my cross for His own; I must take His Cross as my own; I 
must be crucified with Him  2

Eph 2:1-8 by our identification with Him, we share His victory over sin and death and 
are seated in Him at the right hand of God 

Who is Jesus to you? Is He an historical or religious figure or a name and ideal we 
worship on Sunday? Or is He to you your Savior? 

He was willing to become a man like you and bear your curse and the wrath of God 
for your sins for you. Are you willing to come to Him and receive His righteousness and 
victory? 

 Murray, A. (1895). Abide in Christ: Thoughts on the Blessed Life of Fellowship with 2

the Son of God (pp. 89–90). Philadelphia: Henry Altemus.

https://ref.ly/logosres/abidemurray?ref=Page.p+89&off=1309&ctx=+the+Crucified+One.+~Christ+came+and+took
https://ref.ly/logosres/abidemurray?ref=Page.p+89&off=1309&ctx=+the+Crucified+One.+~Christ+came+and+took

